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President's Message 


Peter Shalit <president@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Seattle, Washington, USA 


Gesneriads bring cheer to our windowsills, our light gardens, our green- 
houses, and even our flower beds when the season or climate permit. But the 
biggest thrill for many a gesneriad lover is to see these plants grow, without 
our assistance, in their native habitats. Gesneriad aficionados have made 
numerous pilgrimages to places where gesneriads can be found growing in 
the wild over the years. Our Society's Research Fund has assisted in funding 
the botanists who have explored these locales to study the taxonomy and 
ecology of gesneriads and to bring back dried specimens as well as live 
material. In this issue of GESNERIADS we read about a recent such trip to 
Ecuador, a combination of botanical exploration and gesneriad eco-tourism. 


I have never been fortunate enough to see gesneriads growing in the 
wild, but I hope to have that opportunity some day before it is too late. The 
clock is ticking. Many species of gesneriads and other tropical plants are 
native to only one small location in the wild. Often nowadays a botanist 
returns to the site where a unique species was collected, only to find the for- 
mer wilderness replaced by a farm, or the former forested hilltop replaced by 
an open-pit mine. If a gesneriad species grew there, it is now gone, and may 
be extinct. Some of the species we grow are probably already extinct in the 
wild, and more will follow. Such plants are homeless refugees, existing only 
in our homes and gardens — a sad concept. 


Economic and political forces will continue to lead to habitat loss. A 
growing human population needs roads, towns, farms, factories, and mines — 
all of which chew away at the remaining wild parts of the planet. Human 
activities are also changing the earth's climate, resulting in desertification and 
other weather phenomena which further change and destroy habitats. 


If we love our gesneriads, we must do more than collect and preserve 
specimens and bring plants into cultivation. Individually, and perhaps as a 
Society, we must consider how we can help save some of their native habi- 
tats and prevent further extinction. I do not have answers. But the first step is 
to face the truth that habitat loss, and species extinction, are real. As we edu- 
cate ourselves and the general public about gesneriads, it is important that we 
also provide education about the condition of the original habitats of the 
plants we grow. Some are not endangered, but many are. The tropics are not 
an inexhaustable, impenetrable vault of species that will always be there 
when we go looking for them. If we are not careful, the next time we go 
looking for a species, it may be gone. 


ADVERTISERS DIRECTORY 


Belisle's Violet House Mrs Strep Streps 
Kartuz Greenhouses Out of Africa 
Lauray of Salisbury 

Logan Nursery 

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Ince. ............ 11 


4 GESNERIADS 


Letter to the Editor and Ad Manager 


"Hello, Friends, Somewhere it's been said, 'For Everything There is a Season 
and a Time for Every Purpose ... 'Our time to be 'born' and ‘plant' with gesneriads 
began in 1946 as we became charter members of the African Violet Society of 
America where most current gesneriads growers got their start. Shortly after that 
we became charter members of AGGS as it began. At the Glassehouse we've had 
our time to build and to grow; much time to plant, even from time to time some 
time to weep as the saying goes. We've had many times to dance and many times 
of embracing with the hundreds and hundreds of friends and acquaintances we 
have made over some sixty-one years of having the thrill of being plantsmen in 
the family Gesneriaceae. Looking back, I wouldn't change or trade any of those 
many wonderful memories of those years and the joy we had of our 'walking in 
the green world' and growing a family of plants that have been so dear for so long. 

Several folk who have worked for me for many years, both full time and 
part time, have or are retiring ... [and with other personal] events shaping up as 
they are, I think it best to retire from advertising and shipping as we have been 
doing ... I will continue downsizing the collection and greenhouse contents to a 
size that will not be overly daunting and to one that I can care for myself. 

I have the fondest memories of ... the convention in Kansas City. It was a 
grand time and I certainly enjoyed meeting so many and talking to the group. I 
want to wish you each and the organization only the very, very best in the future 
as you continue your respective splendid jobs. The group has never been in better 
shape. The magazine has never been more informative and beautiful than it is 
now. Hearty congratulations!" 


Best Regards, 


Jim McKinney 
McKinney's Glassehouse 


The Shopping Mall 


World-Class Gloxinia Tubers: 
These plants have genes that will 
scare you! Huge, double flowers in 
colors never seen before. $8.50 each. 
More information, grow with: Steve, 
LOGAN NURSERY, Wayne, NE 


402-375-3029, www.gloxiniane.com. 


MRS STREP STREPS - Strepto- 
carpus, Chiritas, and other Gesneriads. 
Email for list of available plants. Kathy 
Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., Tucker, 
GA 30084. Phone (770) 939-5289. 
Email: mrsstrepstreps @ comcast.net. 
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OUT OF AFRICA, Blooming Strep- 
tocarpus. Send $1 for catalog. Gary S. 
Mikita, 2842 Brown St., Portage, IN 
46368, Phone (219) 763-4861. E-mail 
garymikita@cs.com. 


PAT'S PETS, Gesneriads and African 
Violets. Send $2.00 for catalog. Pat's 
Pets, 4189 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro, MO 
63050. Phone (636) 789-3604. 
E-mail PATSPETS @sbcglobal.net. 
Internet Home Page (catalog) 
http://www. geocities.com/patspets @ 
sbcglobal.net. 


Seed Fund 


Carolyn Ripps <rippses@aol.com> 


Gussie Farrice <f.farrice@verizon.net> 


We hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season and their plants. 
Gesneriad growers are very fortunate in having plants within the family that 
bloom at all times of the year. If you're bored with poinsettias next year, how 
about a centerpiece of a flaming red Sinningia cardinalis, a Columnea ‘Joy’, 
or one of the vibrant Kohleria hybrids? Add some Streptocarpus or Nematan- 
thus with variegated foliage, and you have a lovely holiday display. 


We should be grateful for the cold days of winter because it gives us 
time to devote to the care of our indoor plants without the distractions of the 
outdoor garden. Trays, pots, and mats need cleaning. Overgrown plants have 
to be pruned back and cuttings started for clubs or to share with friends. And 
of course there are the inevitable insects that one discovers lurking in the soil 
or foliage. 


Seeds of the new offerings or old friends that I have lost have been 
planted, and the seedlings will soon need to be potted on. The Seed Fund has 
sO many interesting new things that I won't have room for all the seedlings. I 
will just plant a few in larger pots and keep the rest watered in the commu- 
nity pots where they will survive for a time in a suspended growth phase. As 
the larger plants move on, I transplant additional seedlings which then 
resume growth. Somehow, I find room for almost everything. 


There has been quite an increase in the number of seed orders recently. 
You can help us serve you better by following the ordering instructions. 
Please remember to enclose a self-addressed letter-size envelope (stamped 
for domestic orders) with your order. We also need your membership num- 
ber (from the mailing label of GESNERIADS) on each order. If you pay by 
check, please give us some alternate choices, so we can send seeds rather 
than credit slips. If you pay by credit card, we bill only for what we ship, 
plus postage if applicable. 


The Seed Fund can use fresh gesneriad seed of all types, so please send 
whatever seeds you can harvest. It is often the common varieties that sell out 
most quickly. We thank the following people for their recent donations: 
Marilyn Allen, Clay Anderson, Judy Becker, Alice Bilverstone, Nancy 
Block, Karyn Cichocki, Bob Clark, John L. Clark, Ray Coyle, Jill Fischer, 
Robert Hall, Kyoko Imai, Lars Loercher, Ingrid Lindskog, Leong Tuck Lock, 
Michael McLeod, Angela Richter, Carolyn Ripps, Betsy Sherwin, Tatiana 
Shevtsova, and William Wilkinson. 


Seed Fund Key 


Alpine or cool greenhouse (LM) Low to medium height 
Suitable for hanging basket ) Medium height; | to 2 feet 
Has dormant period, forming Medium to tall 

tubers or rhizomes ( Petite or miniature; under 6" 


Blooms readily in fluorescent light Rosette in form 
Recommended for greenhouses; Requires sun to bloom 
requires space Tall plants; generally over 3 feet 
Requires humidity and warmth Unifoliate or single leaf 
Low growing; not more than 12" Leaves may be variegated 
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Seed Packets — $2.00 each 


Please 

¢ Make checks payable to the The Gesneriad Society in U.S. funds 

¢ To pay by credit card, send your credit card number, expiration date, and 
signature, and indicate if the card is Mastercard or Visa ($6.00 minimum) 

¢ Provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope (non-U.S. orders will have the 
postage added to their credit card bill) 

e List alternate choices 

¢ Include your membership number (first number on your mailing label) 


Note 
¢ There is a limit of one seed packet of a single variety per order 
e There is a limit of 25 seed packets per order 
¢ There is a household limit of 50 seed packets per calendar year 


Seed Fund — Species 


Achimenes (D) Boea 
cettoana (B) ¢ hygroscopica 
erecta (B) Briggsia (A,R) 
erecta ‘Tiny Red' (F,L) * aurantiaca 


¢ grandiflora 'Robert Dressler’ (B) muscicola 
Aeschynanthus (B) * species #2 
batakiorum Chirita 
© boschianus ¢ asperifolia 
evrardii ¢ balansae 
fecundus SEL1974-2907-A caliginosa (LM) 
fulgens USBRG82-271 flavimaculata USBRG94-085 (R) 
© garrettii (B) ¢ gemella 


hamosa (F,M) 
involucrata (F,L) 


gracilis 'Pagoda Roof 
humilis USBRG94-214 


hosseusii ¢ involucrata (dark blue) 

lobbianus 'Radicans' (B) ¢ laifengensis 

longicalyx lavandulacea (LM) 

longiflorus ¢ linearifolia 

parvifolius (B) ¢ longgangensis 

sp. MSBG87-162 ¢ lutea (formerly C. eburnea yellow) 
¢ sp. Mt. Batupasak HW12587 (F,R) 


e sp. (like slender /ongicalyx) micromusa (F,L) 


¢ sp. (yellow) (Philippines) ¢ pumila (F,L) 
Agalmyla ¢ pumila USBRG2000-18 (F,LM) 
* parasitica ¢ sericea (L,R) 

Alsobia (B) ¢ spadiciformis 
dianthiflora ¢ subrhomboidea (F,R,L) 

Amalophyllon tamiana USBRG98-080 (F,R,P) 

¢ sp. RM2006-1 (Belize) ¢ viola 

Anodiscus (see Gloxinia) ¢ species (Thailand) 

Besleria ¢ species (blue) from Phuket 
laxiflora GRF9675 (M) Chrysothemis (F,LM) 
melancholica (MT) friedrichsthaliana 
cf. divaricata JLC5629 ¢ pulchella (Ecuador) 
sp. GRF9783 (orange w/yellow base) villosa 
sp. GRF97108 (orange) Codonanthe (B) 
sp. GRF97141 (orange) carnosa 
sp. GRF9853 (yellow) corniculata 
sp. GRF98139 (orange) crassifolia 


sp. JLCS5705 
sp. JLC6113 
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crassifolia 'Cranberry' 
crassifolia 'Red Stripe’ 


devosiana (digna) 

devosiana (digna 'Moonlight’) 

devosiana (paula) 

devosiana (pink) MP0018 (B) 

gracilis 

gracilis 'Kautsky Red Leaf’ MP0016 
(B) 


venosa 


Codonanthopsis 


¢ dissimulata JLC9548 


Columnea (B) 


ambigua (Trichantha) 'El Yunque' 
WEK96163 

angustata (Pentadenia) 

arguta 

byrsina (Pentadenia) (L) 

citriflora (Trichantha citrina) 

crassicaulis (Pentadenia) 

crassifolia 

dodsonii 

eburnea (Dalbergaria) 

erythrophaea 

faweettii 

filamentosa (Trichantha filifera) 
JLC6500 

flexiflora (Trichantha dodsonii) (LM) 

glicensteinii 

hirta 

hirta GRF9493 

inaequilatera (Dalbergaria) JLC6072 

linearis 

maculata 

medicinalis (Dalbergaria) GRF9507 

nicaraguensis CR92F16 

nicaraguensis GRF94105 

oerstediana 

orientandina (Pentadenia) (LM) 

ornata (Dalbergaria) GRF2665 

oxyphylla 

polyantha (Dalbergaria) 

purpusii 

sanguinea (Dalbergaria) 

sanguinea (Dalbergaria) 'Orange 
King' GRF9492 

schiedeana 

spathulata (Pentadenia) GRF9503 
(LM) 

spathulata (Pentadenia microsepala) 
W1837 

spathulata (Pentadenia zapotalana) 

strigosa (Pentadenia) GRF95154 

sulfurea 

tandapiana 


Corytoplectus 


capitatus (LM) 
capitatus G291 
cutucuensis (L) 


cutucuensis GRF9794 
riceanus GRF9654 (M) 
Cyrtandra 
cupulata (G,H,MT) 
Dalbergaria (see Columnea) 
Diastema (D,F,P) 
vexans 
Didissandra 
¢ frutescens (H,M) 
Didymocarpus 
¢ sulfureus 
Drymonia 
affinis GRF98 109 
coccinea GRF9873 
doratostyla GRF9674 (B) 


ecuadorensis 'Red Elegance' (LM) 


macrophylla (M) 
mortoniana (L) 
pulchra GRF98113 
serrulata (B) 
serrulata GRF9752 
strigosa (B) 
strigosa GRF1912 

¢ cf. ecuadorensis JLC6185 


(Alloplectus) 
sp. (umecta ined.) (B) 

Episcia (H,L,B,F) 

¢ xantha 
Gasteranthus 

* atratus 

¢ pansamalanus JLC9564 

¢ villosus JLC9620 
Gesneria (H,F,L) 
christii 
citrina 
cuneifolia 
cuneifolia WEK96151 
cuneifolia WEK96152 
cuneifolia WEK96155 
cuneifolia WEK96157 
cuneifolia WEK96158 
cuneifolia 'Esperanza' 
cuneifolia 'Quebradillas' 
humilis 
pedunculosa USBRG97-1 
reticulata 
rupincola 
ventricosa (M) 
Glossoloma (Alloplectus) 


sp. aff. teuscheri JLC6119 


02 (S,T) 


bolivianum USBRG95-140 (M) 


© ichthyoderma JLC5626 
¢ martinianum JLC6043 


sp. aff. panamense GRF9781 


(orange) 


sp. aff. purpureum USBRG98-030 
sp. aff. schultzii GRF97103 
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Gloxinella (Gloxinia) (D) 
lindeniana (F,L) 
Gloxinia (D) 
perennis (LM) 
perennis 'Insignis' (L) 
xanthophylla (Anodiscus) (M) 
Gloxiniopsis (Gloxinia) (D) 
racemosa (L) 
Haberlea (A,R) 
rhodopensis 
Hemiboea (D) 
° strigosa 
subcapitata (L) 
Henckelia 
¢ incana (H,P) 
¢ malayana (H,M) 
Heppiella (D) 
ulmifolia GRF98172 
Kohleria (D) 
hirsuta 
peruviana 
spicata (M) 
Monopyle 
macrocarpa GRF94123 
Moussonia (M) 
deppeana 
¢ elegans 
¢ elegans GRF9407 
Nautilocalyx 
adenosiphon 
¢ mellitifolius 
Nematanthus 
albus (sp. "Santa Teresa") (B) 
australis (B) 
© brasiliensis 
fissus GRF9938 
e fluminensis 
° fritschii 
¢ punctatus MP0052 
strigillosus AC1434 (B) 
wettsteinii (B) 
wiehleri MPOOSO (sp. aff. albus) 
Neomortonia 
nummularia 
Nomopyle 
¢ dodsonii (Gloxinia) JLC9645 
Ornithoboea 
wildeana (LM) 
Paraboea 
* capitata 
¢ sp. (green leaf) 
Paliavana (S,T) 
prasinata 
prasinata GRF732 
¢ plumerioides (Cabral) 
tenuiflora 
Paradrymonia 
* ciliosa 
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decurrens (L) 
¢ sp. JLC5731 (F,P) 
Pentadenia (see Columnea) 
Petrocosmea 
¢ sp. (formerly duclouxii) 
Phinaea (D,F,P) 
albolineata 
divaricata 
multiflora 'Tracery' 
Ramonda (A,R) 
* myconi 
myconi — 
white 
lavender 
pink 
¢« cloneG 
Rhynchoglossum (H,L) 
gardneri 
Rhytidophyllum (G,H,S,T) 
auriculatum 
tomentosum 
villosulum 
Rufodorsia (F,LM) 
¢ minor 
Saintpaulia (F,R) 
¢ diplotricha Punter #7 
grandifolia #299 
grotei 'Protzen' 
orbicularis 
rupicola 'Cha Simba’ 
shumensis 
¢ velutina 
Seemannia (Gloxinia) (D) 
¢ purpurascens (Bolivia) (M) 
gymnostoma (LM) 
sylvatica GRF9943 (Brazil) 
sylvatica USBRG96-002 (Bolivia) 
Sinningia (D) 
aggregata (M) 
aghensis (T) 
aghensis AC2356 
allagophylla (MT) 
allagophylla GRF9922 
allagophylla GRF9929 
allagophylla GRF9968 
allagophylla (yellow) 
amambayensis (L) 
araneosa (F,L) 
brasiliensis (M) 
brasiliensis 'Verde' 
brasiliensis AC1314 
bulbosa (T) 
calcaria MP891 (F,L) 
canescens (D,LM) 
carangolensis (M) 
cardinalis (F,LM) 
cardinalis (compact) (F,LM) 
cardinalis (dark calyx) (LM) 
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cardinalis (orange) 
cardinalis (pink) 
cardinalis 'Innocent' 
cardinalis 'Skydiver' (LM) 
cochlearis 

conspicua (F,L) 

conspicua GRE 9942 
cooperi (LM) 

cooperi AC1522 (M) 
curtiflora (T) 

curtiflora GRF9927 
defoliata 

douglasii GRF91188 (LM) 
douglasii GRF9936 (LM) 
elatior AC1409 (M) 
elatior GRF9963 
eumorpha /Saltao (L) 
eumorpha (lavender) (F,L) 
eumorpha (pink) 
eumorpha (white) 
gigantifolia 

glazioviana (L) 

guttata (LM) 

harleyi MP 482 
hatschbachii (L) 
hatschbachii 'Iporanga' (D,LM) 
hirsuta 

iarae (F,L) 

incarnata (S,MT) 
insularis (LM) 

leopoldii (F,L) 

leucotricha (F,L) 
leucotricha cv. 'Max Dekking' (M) 
lineata (LM) 

lineata GRF9920 (LM) 
lineata (highly spotted) 
macrophylla 

macropoda (M) 
macrostachya (LM) 
magnifica GRF91121 (pink) (LM) 
magnifica GRF91134 (red) 
mauroana (D,M) 
mauroana GRF9964 
micans MP891 (LM) 
nivalis AC 1460 (L) 
nordestina 

piresiana (L) 

pusilla (F,P) 

pusilla 'White Sprite’ (F,P) 
reitzii (M) 

reitzii 'New Zealand' 
sceptrum (T) 

sceptrum AC2406 (T) 
sellovii (MT) 

sellovii GRF9919 

sellovii ‘Bolivia's USBRG96-003 
sellovii ‘Purple Rain' 
speciosa ‘Cabo Frio' (F,L) 


speciosa 'Carangola' 

speciosa ‘Domingos Martins' 

speciosa ‘Lavender Queen' 

speciosa 'Regina' 

speciosa 'Sao Conrado' 

speciosa AC1652 

speciosa AC1503 

sulcata (LM) 

tubiflora (S,MT) 

tuberosa 

warmingii (T) 

warmingii GRF9921 

sp. aff. aggregata (yellow) (M) 

sp. aff. reitzii ‘Black Hill’ (M) 

sp. aff. reitzii GRF9914 (magenta) 

sp. aff. warmingii from Ilhabela 
MP631 

sp. "Esmeril" (L) 

sp. "Gertiana" 

sp. "Globulosa" 

sp. "Ibitioca" (LM) 

sp. "Rio das Pedras" MP1094 (F,P) 

sp. "Rio das Pedras" dark (F,P) 

sp. "Waechter" (LM) 

mixed species 


Smithiantha (D) 


canarina GRF9105 (F,LM) 
laui GRF9117 (F,L) 
multiflora GRF9121 (F,LM) 
multiflora GRF9122 (F,LM) 
zebrina GRF9104 (M) 


Streptocarpus 


buchananii (B) 

candidus (F,R) 

confusus (U) 

confusus ssp. confusus /Swaziland 

cooksonii (dark purple) 

cooperi (U) 

cyanandrus (F,P) 

cyaneus (blue) (R) 

cyaneus (blue/long corolla) 

cyaneus (lilac) 

daviesii (F,U) 

denticulatus (U) 

dunnii (U) 

eylesii (U) 

fanniniae (R) 

fasciatus (R) 

fasciatus /Krokodilpoort, 
E. Transvaal (R) 

floribundus (R) 

formosus (R) 

formosus /E. Cape, Transkei 

gardenii (F,L) 

goetzei (U) 

grandis (U) 

grandis (blue form) 

haygarthii (F,U) 
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¢ haygarthii JT04-03D/Transkei Coast 
(F,U) 

haygarthii JT04-051 / Inchanga 

haygarthii /Mkambati, Transkei 

holstii (B,L) 

Johannis (F,R) 

Johannis /Komga, E. Cape 

jJohannis [Weza, S. Natal (R) 

sp. aff. johannis (F,R) 

kentaniensis 

kentaniensis (N. Kei River) 

kirkii (F,L) 

kunhardtii 

meyeri /SE Transvaal (R) 

meyeri /NE Cape Province 

modestus (R) 

modestus [Magwa Falls, Transkei (R) 

muscosus (L) 

nobilis (M) 

pallidiflorus (F,LM) 

parviflorus (R) 

parviflorus (mauve) 

parviflorus (white) (R) 

parviflorus (white/mauve) 

parviflorus ssp. parviflorus 
/Limpopo Province 

pentherianus (F,L) 

polyanthus (F,L) 

polyanthus subsp. comptonii 

polyanthus subsp. polyanthus 

polyanthus subsp. polyanthus /\g fl 

polyanthus subsp. polyanthus /Valley 
of 1000 Hills, Natal 

porphyrostachys (U) 

primulifolius (F,R) 


primulifolius /Valley of 1000 Hills 
prolixus (F,U) 
pumilus (F,P) 
pusillus JT04-02C (P) 
rexil (F,L,R) 
rexii (white) 
rexil (pale blue/long corolla) 
rexii (white/blue mix) 
rimicola (F,P) 
roseoalbus (F,R) 
saundersii (U) 
saxorum (B) 
thompsonii (B,L) 
trabeculatus (U) 
vandeleurii (U) 
variabilis (F,R) 
wendlandii (U) 
wilmsii (U) 
wilmsii /Long Tom Pass 
Titanotrichum 
oldhamii (propagules) 

Tremacron 

* aurantiacum (R) 
Trichantha (see Columnea) 
Vanhouttea (S,T) 

° brueggeri 

lanata 

¢ pendula 
Mixed alpine gesneriads 
Mixed gesneriads 
Mixed Ecuador species 


e Limited quantities available. Packet 
may contain small amount of seed 


Send orders for species seed from the list above to: 
Carolyn Ripps 
21 Sprain Road 
Hartsdale, NY 10530 


Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 
14 Mutchler Street Dept.GX Dolgeville NY 13329 


Place of origin of World Famous 
African Violets — Columneas — Episcias — Streptocarpus — Sinningias 


We also carry: Aeschynanthus — Chiritas — Rex Begonias — Orchids 
and many other exotic houseplants! 


Open Daily: M-F 8am - 4PM 
Sat: 10-4 / Sun: CALL! 
Phone: (315) 429-8291 


Visit us at: www.lyndonlyon.com 
or send $3.00 for Catalog 
We also carry Supplies! 
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Henckelias as Houseplants 


Wallace Wells <wwglox@gmail.com> 
New York, New York, USA 


My foray into the genus Henckelia started in 2002 when I met Leong 
Tuck Lock (L.T.L.) at the AGGS Convention in Morristown, NJ. In the ensu- 
ing years we became pen pals, and he sent some seeds from Malaysia. 

The genus Henckelia was carved mostly out of previously described 
genera and species in the revision published by Weber and Burtt in 1998. 
The type species Henckelia incana was formerly Loxocarpus (L. "tilted 
seed") incana; most of the rest were formerly Didymocarpus, with a few 
Codonoboea, Roettlera, and Platyadenia tossed in. The genus is geographi- 
cally centered in the Malaysian peninsula with species occurring also on 
neighboring territories (Borneo, Sumatra, etc). The topography of the range 
of the genus includes hot humid lowland and coastal areas as well as upland 
areas which run the gamut from temperate to sub-alpine/alpine conditions. 
The plants are all pollinated by insects. The genus was named in honor of 
Count Leo F. V. Henckel von Donnersmark (1785-1861), a German adminis- 
trator and passionate amateur botanist.' 


General Culture 

Soil: All species grew well in ordinary potting mix containing milled 
sphagnum amended with some perlite and vermiculite. No pH adjustment or 
lime was added. 

Aerial humidity: All of the species required high humidity. Attempts to 
grow some in ambient conditions met with uniformly bad results ranging 
from quick demise to a general lack of vigor. 

Soil humidity: All needed ample moisture constantly and resented drying. 

Fertilizing: When plants were in rapid growth phase and flowering, reg- 
ular applications of fertilizer produced the best results. 


Individual Culture and Observations 

Henckelia curtisiti — Seeds of this plant were collected in a park named 
"Fraser's Hill" in a mountainous region north of Kuala Lumpur. One grew 
very quickly into a large stalked plant with a whorl of leaves at the top which 
is characteristic of most plants in the genus. It was moved into an 18" terrar- 
ium. Eventually it impinged upon the top of the terrartum and was removed — 
after which, exposed to ambient humidity, the plant deteriorated. 

Henckelia incana — The species name means "gray" in Latin, presum- 
ably after the indumentum on the leaves. However, for the most part in my 
experience, the leaves were green; they turned a little gray if allowed to dry 
out but sprang back into color when re-watered. This is a miniature plant not 
exceeding three or four inches in height or width and grew and flowered in a 
small plastic cup that originally held a yogurt dessert. This species is appar- 
ently widespread in Malaysia, inhabiting moss-covered rocks near streams. 
The flowers are lavender-pink and purple, very small (~3 mm), and are borne 
usually singly, sometimes doubly, in succession on a peduncle which can 
produce up to about 4 flowers. Pollination was achieved by shaking the flow- 
ers. The immature seeds pods exhibit the characteristic "toppled bowling 
pin" shape and dehisce on only the upper surface exposing the seeds in a cup. 
The plants flower intermittently throughout the year. This is an easy plant to 
cultivate and would make a nice contribution to a terrar1um landscape. 


12 GESNERIADS 


id 
me SS 
Henckelia platypus 


Henckelia malayana 


Henckelia incana flower, immature seed pod shaped like toppled bowling pin, 
and seed pod showing dehiscence on only the upper surface 


(photos by Wallace Wells) 


First Quarter 2008 13 


Henckelia malayana — This species was collected from the Cameron 
Highlands, a mountainous area due east of Ipoh, the home of the collector 
(L.T.L.). The elevation there is high enough to take the edge off the heat and 
humidity of the coast, 1.e., in the range of 1500-2000 feet (450-600 meters), 
but not so high as to be in the alpine range. The plants were grown in a series 
of terrariums until a few inches high. They became leggy and were on one 
occasion "rolled" to reduce their height. They rooted easily and continued 
their journey unabated. Eventually, in September 2006, one plant in a six- 
inch pot was placed into a large terrarium (12 inches/30 cm hexagonal x 18 
inches/45 cm high). The plant grew rapidly and began flowering in 
November. It flowered again spectacularly in December, then again in 
January and May 2007 to a lesser extent. The leaves were a beautiful contrast 
of dark jade green with broad silver veins. The flowers were canary and but- 
ter yellow with orange markings in the throat; altogether a stunning 
specimen. The plants propagated liberally from practically any source. I have 
produced numerous small plants from leaf cuttings, axillary shoots, and 
seeds. The plants needed constant, high ambient humidity in an enclosed 
container; exposure for more than fifteen minutes resulted in wilting. 
Flowers were short lived, with maximal show lasting for about 5 days; how- 
ever, the plants can re-flower again repeatedly from the same axil later on. 
Flowers do not set seed without mechanical pollination, and the best chance 
of success is with attempts within the first two days of bloom. Seed pods 
ripened in five to six weeks. The pods were slender, 2.0 to 2.5 inches (5 to 6 
cm) long, slightly bowed, and dehisced only on the top surface as is charac- 
teristic of the genus. 


Henckelia platypus — This species has the broadest range of the genus’, 
covering most of the Malaysian peninsula. It is one of a minority of species 
of Henckelia that does not form a stalked plant but grows to maturity as a 
basal rosette. (The size of the plant at maturity depends on the size of the 
container; the smaller ones finish at about 8" (20 cm) diameter, but given 
more room can grow considerably larger.) The leaves are naturally pale green 
which should be kept in mind so that one does not over-fertilize the plant. 
The leaves are covered with coarse bristles. From seeds sown in 2003, flow- 
ers appeared in January 2005. They were white with two yellow nectary 
guides and were heavily scented with a sweet jasmine aroma. The plant even- 
tually grew rather large and was difficult to maintain within my space allotment. 
It should do well in greenhouse or terrarium culture with ample space. 


Henckelia sp. LTL0604 — This species was identified as H. hirsuta ini- 
tially, however the true H. hirsuta has red leaves and yellow flowers whereas 
this one has green leaves and blue flowers with yellow nectary guides. A 
suggestion was that it be labeled H. hirsuta sensu lato. It is a standard stalk- 
and-whorl type with nice blue flowers that appear intermittently all year long 
but more abundantly in the summer. It makes a nice terrarium specimen but 
needs a little height. Cultivation is the same as the others with the exception 
that it resents root disturbance. It attained about seven inches (18 cm) above 
the pot line. 


Seeds and living material of several species of Henckelia have been sent 
to The Gesneriad Society Seed Fund. Hopefully more of these poorly known 
but beautiful Asian gesneriads will make their way into cultivation. 


' The Genera of Gesneriaceae, http://www.genera-gesneriaceae.at/ 
* Private communication from Anton Weber, Institute of Botany, University of Vienna. 
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Growing Gesneriads in Malaysia 


Leong Tuck Lock <tucklock@pd.jaring.my> 
Ipoh, Perak, Malaysia 


Hi, everyone. My name is Leong Tuck Lock. I live in Ipoh, Perak, 
Malaysia. I am a grower of gesneriads and have been doing that for the past 
25 years or so. Of course, I do enjoy and grow other plants, too, such as 
orchids, hippeastrums, hoyas, and other plants that catch my fancy. 


I worked as a teacher before I took early retirement in December 1999. 
Since then I have just been puttering around with home, plants, getting 
involved with the Perak Orchid Society here, and looking after my old par- 
ents. Dad passed away in April 2000 and then, in January 2003, mum had a 
fall and needed surgery on her hip. Since then I have become the caregiver in 
the family. My involvement with the local orchid society as editor of the 
newsletter and committee member stressed me out so I gave that up. Now it 
is just back to the usual, and I'm doing quite well with everyday things and 
events. One highlight of retirement was to attend the AGGS Convention in 
2002 as a speaker, an invitation extended by the late Maryjane Evans. 


On a whole, Malaysia has a tropical climate. This means high daytime 
temperatures averaging 29° to 32°C (84°F to 89°F), and around 26° to 28°C 
(79°F to 83°F) at night. Plenty of sunshine is evident for most of the year. 
Nevertheless, our hills and mountains offer something different. At around 
4,500 feet (115 meters) above sea level, the day temperatures will vary 
around 24°C to 28°C (75°F to 83°F), and then at night it could be as low as 
16°C (60°F). The northern parts of the Malay Peninsula have a short, dry and 
hot period, and this accounts for a different kind of flora in those areas. 
Overall, the humidity can be very high most of the year. 


Since I was a young boy, I have been interested in growing all sorts of 
plants. I had my own little plot to grow annuals, some orchids and bulbous 
plants such as hippeastrums, hymenocallis and zephyranthes. There were 
even three gesneriads as far as I can remember — Florist Gloxinias, Gloxinia 
perennis, and a dark leaf form of Episcia cupreata. I got information from 
the book "Gardening in the Lowlands of Malaya" written by Prof. R.E. 
Holtum. When I turned 13 years old, orchids captured my attention. I started 
with a small collection, but eventually the collection needed a large shade 
house and space in the garden out in the open for those plants that required 
full tropical heat and sunshine. It was a rather mixed collection as I am one 
of those not content to grow just one species of this or that. 


My father looked after this collection when I went to university for four 
years. After that, I was sent to teach in the State of Kelantan, one of our 
states on the east coast of the Peninsula. I was there for six years. After I got 
back to Ipoh, Dad continued to look after the collection. By then the orchid 
bug got to him, too. He was retired at the time and was happy to do all the 
work to keep busy. I wanted something else to grow, something that would 
not require so much time (such as years to grow seedlings to flowering-sized 
plants). I wanted to grow something different, too. I also wanted to experi- 
ment with hybridizing and also to see results swiftly instead of the years 
required for most orchid hybrids. This was around 1978 or 1979. 


About that time, I bought an old book, "The Encyclopaedia of House 
Plants", by Dorothy Jenkins, and also the July 1978 issue of the magazine, 
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Ridleyandra quercifolia 


Henckelia curtisii Henckelia atrosanguinea 
(photos by Leong Tuck Lock) 


"Popular Gardening Indoors". In both of these publications there were chap- 
ters or sections on African violets, Gloxinias and some other gesneriads. In 
the magazine, there was an article entitled "Gloxinias under Lights" by 
Virginie and George Elbert. The third book that got me hooked was "How to 
Grow African Violets" published by Sunset Books. It was the section on the 
African Violet's Colourful Cousins that got to me. Here was a diverse group 
of plants of various sizes and heights with all the colours of the rainbow, and 
flowers that came in all sorts of shapes as well. Of course, as I read on, the 
possibilities of hybridising these plants came into mind, too. 
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That got me interested in a new group of plants. There was help from 
pen pals who obtained seeds for me to try out here, and I contacted some 
suppliers as well. From one supplier, I got the book, "The Miracle 
Houseplants" by the Elberts. That book gave me new visions about gesneri- 
ads and not just about African violets and Florist Gloxinias. The next step 
was to join various gesneriad societies such as AVSA, Saintpaulia 
International and then, finally, the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society 
in mid-1980. There was also a search of books and magazines for more 
information on gesneriads. 


A big boost to my interests came after the late Reneé White published a 
portion of a letter of mine in THE GLOXINIAN and I heard from the late Paddy 
Woods of the Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh, Scotland. He sent me an 
invitation to look at Old World gesneriads in their collection should I ever be 
in the United Kingdom. 


Therefore, a subsequent holiday in the UK included a visit to the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Edinburgh where I met up with Paddy and checked out the 
Aeschynanthus and Streptocarpus collections. It was a pleasure to see the 
Malaysian species, then in bloom, all under one roof. Here in Malaysia it is 
not easy to find these plants, let alone to see the flowers. Most of the species 
are montane plants so they will not thrive in the lowlands. Therefore, that 
was a treat. Just before I returned to London, Paddy contacted a friend (a 
member of the Saintpaulia and Houseplant Society), Mrs. Barbara Potter. 
Through Mrs. Potter I met a few other members of the society, such as Mrs. 
Joan Hill, and looked at their collections of plants. It was wonderful to see so 
many other gesneriads and not just the ubiquitous African violet. 


Many gesneriads do well here in the lowlands. Nevertheless, up in the 
highlands, a few thousand feet above sea level at our hill resorts, most of 
them will do very well. A wide range of species and hybrids grow there with 
easy abandon. Aeschynanthus, Columneas, Nematanthus, Florist Gloxinias, 
Streptocarpus, Saintpaulias and others needing cooler conditions do very 
well. In the lowlands, some of those mentioned will just not do well at all. 
Therefore I grow the heat-tolerant gesneriads (such as Episcias, Eucodonias, 
and Achimenes), Chiritas (Microchirita section), quite a few of the big and 
tall Sinningias and miniature Sinningia hybrids, and some Kohlerias. 


Two or more decades ago, there were hardly any gesneriads available. 
However, there is quite a selection now in the nurseries in the Cameron 
Highlands, and they have filtered down to the nurseries in the towns and 
cities. Sold as pot plants, they are principally Florist Gloxinias (mainly dou- 
bles), African violets, Nematanthus, Aeschynanthus, and Columneas. 


I do enjoy hybridising work. It is partly curiosity, partly to increase the 
number of varieties I have, and partly to get some hybrids that will thrive 
here in the hot tropics. The Florist Gloxinias were tried first, but that did not 
work out well as they needed lots of space. The miniature Sinningias gave 
better results and they did not take up too much room. Better results came 
from Episcias. These were Episcia cupreata hybrids. I just had three varieties 
to work with — E. cupreata variegata, E. 'Chocolate Soldier’ and one other. 
The three were pollinated, and I had excellent results. This was further aug- 
mented with plants raised from seeds from the USA, and I got new colours 
and variegation on the leaves. Now the plants are so in-bred that quite a few 
no longer have the ability to produce pollen, so it looks as though I will have 
to make a start pollinating them again with the species. 
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There were some attempts hybridising Achimenes, but somehow that did 
not produce good results rapidly. I had better luck with Eucodonias. First, I 
started with the two varieties that I had. These were E. verticillata ‘Cecilia’ 
and EF. andrieuxii 'Naom1'. Then later E. andrieuxii and the hybrid E. 'Woolly 
Morri6n' were incorporated. One good addition was E. verticillata 'Frances'. 
This gave more colour to the flowers and nice dark leaves. Eventually I had a 
nice assortment of plants to grow. 


Hybridising gesneriads is easy. Just transfer pollen from one to the other 
and then wait for the seeds to ripen. Of course, little or no seed can be 
expected with wide crosses. With direct crosses, usually there is enough seed 
to grow the first generation of plants. 


Some of the hybrids have been registered and most notable are: Episcia 
wilsonii ‘Perak’, Achimenes 'Vernon's Delight’, and A. 'Blueheath’. 


Unfortunately I lost the first two hybrids. The plants were not distributed 
and after about two years, nothing was left. There is another Episcia wilsonii 
hybrid that is quite good, and I am still considering registering this plant. 


My plants are grown in a shade house and on the porch of the house. 
The porch windowsill in the front of the house is the place where I have the 
seedlings. This position seems good for germinating seeds. The other gesner- 
iads are grown on in the shade house with the orchids and other plants. 


Regarding soil and potting mixes for my plants ... when I first started to 
grow gesneriads, I made use of the typical soil mixture used for most plants 
in the country. Yes, we utilized real soil. It was a mix of sand, burnt earth 
and some compost, with dried cow dung pulverized and added to the mix if it 
was available. As the plants grew, liquid fertiliser was also used to feed the 
plants. There were no specific fertilisers. They were the ones used for fertilis- 
ing orchids and they came in many different ratios in terms of nitrogen, 
phosphates and potassium. I liked those with a 10:10:10 ratio with trace ele- 
ments included. Later I also used those high in phosphates and potassium to 
encourage flowering. All these ideas were gleaned from many years of 
orchid growing. Local growers of plants have a simple formula. Use "green" 
fertilisers for growth and "red" for blooms. Usually those fertilisers with high 
amounts of nitrogen are coloured green, and those for stimulating blooms are 
coloured red. 


Now, there are various items available for potting mixes, at a price. 
Vermiculite can be obtained now and then. Perlite is a bit more readily avail- 
able. Then there are the complete potting mixes for seedlings or adult plants. 
Generally, these are all imports and sold in the Cameron Highlands for the 
pot-plant business. These are good, but pricey. In addition, one has to grow 
the plants under cover as these potting mixes tend to take up a lot more 
water. Then there is coco peat. This is just the pulverised bits of coconut 
husk. It is a useful item in the potting mix for short-term use. One other item 
that has been included in our local compost mixes is rice husks. These are 
heated until they are black and charred to some extent and then incorporated 
into the mix. New companies come up with various compost mixes that 
include the wastes of oil palms, our local peat soil, other organic matter 
(mainly grasses, bark, wood), and so on. Peat moss is also available. This is 
used in my potting mix, too, but I prefer to use it just for germinating seeds. 
So there is quite a choice to select and to mix one's potting medium. For the 
last few years, new items such as Chilean sphagnum moss and New Zealand 
sphagnum moss have appeared. These are the most expensive items for gar- 
dening here. They are sold to orchid growers, but I also use them for those 
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difficult plants that I get from the highlands. That will keep them alive for a 
few months; which is time enough for the seedpods to mature. I also find that 
sphagnum moss does quite well to root cuttings, but one has to be very care- 
ful not to keep them too wet. 


I find that most potting mixes will work so long as good aeration is there 
and the plants are positioned in well-lit and ventilated places. One other fac- 
tor is that plants, in order to do well here, need regular feeding. Procrast- 
inators like me do not fit well into this category, even for my orchids. 


There are no societies for gesneriads or even Saintpaulias in Malaysia. 
There are gardening groups, however, for houseplants or pot plants in gen- 
eral. African violets and Florist Gloxinias are often grown, but the most 
commonly grown gesneriads are Episcias. Now growers are getting more 
adventurous and enthusiastic about new plants when they visit nurseries or 
the stalls in the Cameron Highlands. There are various Aeschynanthus 
species and hybrids, Nematanthus hybrids (and maybe N. wettsteinii, too), 
and some Columneas are also available. Very often these are sold as pot 
plants and then, after a few months when these plants deteriorate or die, the 
owners just buy new plants. The public here, in general, just wants nice pot 
plants and they have not a clue as to what they have bought or really know 
how to take care of them or even how to propagate the plants. They are not 
keen on names, and names are very seldom supplied. 


I have been a great fan of the various Seed Funds of the societies. To me 
it is one of the best ways to source seeds of gesneriads. Many of my existing 
plants were raised from seed from the Seed Funds. I have donated a fair 
amount of seeds from various gesneriad species and hybrids to The 
Gesneriad Society Seed Fund. Most of the seeds were Episcia cupreata 
hybrids and that of Eucodonias, but there were others such as Chrysothemis 
friedrichstaliana, C. pulchella and C. villosa, and even hybrid seed of these 
three species. Lately I have sent seeds of Chirita species, mainly from the 
Microchirita section, and many other Malaysian species of Henckelia, 
Monophyllaea, Didymocarpus, Boea, Paraboea, and Aeschynanthus. These 
seeds are obtained from the wild when I am walking on jungle trails. 
However, seeds from other local plants, such as Chiritas, come from plants 
grown by me. 


I am thankful to friends who bring back a little pod or capsule of this or 
that for me when they are on their travels. Some of the seeds sent to the Seed 
Fund came from these beginnings. A few examples are Chirita species 
(Thailand) and C. involucrata. From the little seed I received, plants were 
raised and seeds collected and donated. Another plant is an Epithema species 
from North Perak. Then all the way from Sweden came the seed of a Chirita 
found by a friend of Ingrid Lindskog. From these, I got quite a bit of seed 
now labelled as Chirita species "Phuket". Most ingenious of methods for get- 
ting a Chirita from Langkawi to me was a handful of soil collected from the 
crevices of limestone hills on the Malaysian island of Langkawi. That soil 
was spread over my potting mix and, after a few weeks, seedlings came up. 
Not many, but enough to raise a small crop of Chirita viola for the Seed 
Fund. 


There are orchid shows here but no gesneriad shows. The only time I 
saw Sinningia speciosa hybrids on display was at the Penang Floral Fest a 
few years ago. They were shown as a houseplant display. Usually at the 
orchid shows there are various vendors who have a huge range of plants 
including orchids, hoyas, aroids, ferns, various kinds of pot plants, plants 
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with variegation on their leaves, etc. Some gesneriads such as Sinningia spe- 
ciosa hybrids, Episcias, Aeschynanthus and now Nematanthus plants are 
appearing on the shelves. Again, only a few are available at any one time. 


When I became interested in growing gesneriads, I would visit nurseries 
hoping to find some on sale. Of course, there was hope of buying the odd 
Malaysian gesneriad there, too. The nurseries might also have the odd 
African violet, Episcia, or even Sinningia. Now it is more or less the same, 
but there is a wider variety of plants available. These plants are propagated 
by the thousands in the nurseries of the Cameron Highlands. Once ready, 
they hit the nurseries or stalls in the lowlands. Very often the public treats 
such plants as just decorative pot plants and then discards them when they 
deteriorate. One gesneriad species that manages to be popular and grown 
widely to some extent is Seemannia (Gloxinia) sylvatica. I suppose this has 
proved to be tougher and hardier than all the other gesneriads. So for gesner- 
iad enthusiasts, I still feel the Seed Funds are the best bet to get something 
different. 


One reason why I started to hybridise was the lack of choice of plants 
here. If I had just two plants from one genus, I would cross them. If these 
were hybrids, I would do the same, hoping to improve the quality and to 
increase the number of varieties for me to grow. Very often, these F2 off- 
spring are variable so there is something for me to select and continue from 
there. 


In the surrounding area where I live, there are gesneriads to be found. 
The city of Ipoh is surrounded by limestone hills. In these areas, there are 
many species (endemic to some extent) such as Chirita caliginosa, Chirita 
sericea (and form "Scortechinii"), Epithema saxatilis, Monophyllaea hors- 
fieldii. M. hirticalyx and M. elongata. In the non-limestone hills, there are 
species of Cyrtandra to be found. Apart from that, in the lowlands there are 
some species of Aeschynanthus to be found. These include Aeschynanthus 
albidus and A. radicans. The latter often festoon trees by the side of rivers. 
But the more spectacular gesneriads are to be found in the mountains. Here, 
species of Ridleyandra, Didissandra, Aeschynanthus, Didymocarpus, 
Cyrtandra, Henckelia, etc., are found. These are the showier gesneriads of 
the Malay Peninsula. 


One benefit of having gesneriads found in one's own "backyard" is that 
one can go on these jungle trails to look at them in situ. Very often one has to 
make more than a single trip to a place in order to see the flowers or to col- 
lect some seed. Some of these trails are found just outside our hill resorts or 
the roads leading up to the hill resorts. As for the limestone hills, access can 
be quite easy as there are roads leading to cave temples. The gesneriads 
endemic to the limestone hills can be seen around these areas or even in the 
vicinity of these temples. 


One drawback of growing Malaysian gesneriads that are from the moun- 
tains is that it is an uphill battle all the time. Seeds do not germinate or, when 
they do, the seedlings just sit there doing nothing. The plants need good 
humidity, cool conditions and good light to do well with very precise condi- 
tions. When moved from these places, plants just will not do well or grow at 
all. Nagahide Nakayama tested the soil while on jungle walks with me in the 
Cameron Highlands. He found the soil to be highly acidic. Much credit 
should be given to two people, Wallace Wells and Jef Foederer, for their suc- 
cess in germinating seeds of Henckelia and Ridleyandra and then blooming 
the plants, too. 
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There are not too many problems in growing gesneriads here. As long as 
the potting mix is adequately aerated, the plants will be okay. At the same 
time, they must be fed regularly in order to have big and strong plants. 
During the wet periods, it is best to keep the plants under cover by providing 
a protective sheet over the shade house. There are not too many pests here. 
Most common will be thrips, white flies, mealybugs and sometimes red spi- 
der mites and scale. More problematic are fungal problems when conditions 
get too wet or when ventilation is poor. I try to use pesticides or fungicides 
as little as possible. I keep snails at bay by scattering snail bait around the 
benches and plants. There is, however, one pest difficult to get rid of — the 
ant. There must be at least six species of ants in my garden. They make their 
nests in pots, under the pots, and they carry off seeds. They are not interested 
in dry seeds such as those of Chirita, Kohleria, Achimenes, or Eucodonia. 
They prefer seeds of Chrysothemis, Codonanthe and Episcia. They carry off 
the seeds because of the little funicles. I have a feeling the ants find this to be 
a source of food and so carry off the seeds still attached to the funicles. So I 
have ants dispersing seeds in my garden. 


Over the many years of enjoying 
this hobby, I have made many new 
friends via correspondence and also 
by visits from a few who came to see 
Malaysian gesneriads in the wild. 
These visitors included Nagahide 
Nakayama and his wife, Raymond 
Lau, Maryjane Evans and Jeanne 
Katzenstein, Jef and Leonie Foederer, 
and Robert Browning. These visitors 
refreshed my enthusiasm and gave me 
new insights into looking at the native 
gesneriads of Malaysia and how these 
may have a chance of being intro- 
duced to botanical gardens and 
enthusiasts. Good growing everyone. 


Leong Tuck Lock at home in 
his shade house growing area 
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Convention 2008 in the Mile-High City 


Allison Brigham <denverconvention@gesneriadsociety.org> 
President, Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers 


Denver, nicknamed the Mile-High City because its official elevation is 
exactly one mile (5,280 ft or about 1,609 m above sea level), sits on the high 
plains in the South Platte River valley about 15 miles (24 km) east of the 
front range or foothills of the southern Rocky Mountains. The climate is 
semi-arid, with annual rainfall of only about 15 inches (38 cm) and low 
humidity. With warm days and cool evenings once the sun dips behind the 
mountains, dressing in layers and bringing a light jacket or sweater is recom- 
mended even in July. 


The Doubletree Hotel Denver is conveniently located within easy access 
to many restaurants and shopping opportunities such as the Cherry Creek or 
16th Street malls, numerous cultural venues, and athletic events. The down- 
town theater district is nearby. Check the convention pages on the website 
for specifics <www.gesneriadsociety.org>. There are frequent daily buses 
that stop at the hotel to go to casinos in the mountain towns of Blackhawk 
and Central City, and arrangements can be made to take bus tours of the city 
or to visit Rocky Mountain National Park, a breathtaking all-day trip. We 
encourage you to arrive several days early to explore Colorado and the 
Denver area, taking advantage of the extended convention rate at the hotel. 
You will not be disappointed. 


The Doubletree Hotel Denver provides a complimentary shuttle to and 
from the airport. If you have a rental car, from Denver International Airport, 
exit the airport via Pena Boulevard to I-70 West. 

For everyone who is driving to the hotel on I-70, take Exit 278 and go 
south on Quebec Street. The hotel is located at 3203 Quebec Street, about 4 
blocks south of I-70, on the northwest corner of Quebec and Martin Luther 
King Boulevard. 


Improved Online Registration is Now Available 


The online registration process has been streamlined 
and we hope that you will use it to register for convention. 
Go to <www.gesneriadsociety.org> and click on "Register Now". 
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The Gesneriad Society 
o2nd Annual Convention 
Tuesday, July 1, to Sunday, July 6, 2008 
Convention Registration Form 


Mail to Convention Registrar: Bob Clark 
1122 E. Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 


Or register online at <www.gesneriadsociety.org> 
Email inquiries to <conventionregistration @ gmail.com> 


Please print: 
Name(s) _ a 
Preferred Nickname(s) on Badge(s) 
Address City 
State/Prov Country Zip/Post Code 
Phone _ E-mail 


Membership # (top line of current mailing label) _ 
Category: LJ Individual LJ Family LJ Sustaining LJ Research LI Life 
L] Attending my first Gesneriad Society Convention 


L] Commercial (nursery/greenhouse name) 


L] Will require Phyto Inspection for plants leaving the USA 
Date arriving at hotel: _____ Date leaving hotel: ___ 
L] I would like to be put in touch with another member who would like to share a room 


Special diet needs (specify and/or check box below) 
L] Vegetarian specify if will also eat L] chicken LJ fish 
L] Diabetic L] Allergic to shellfish L] Allergic to peanuts 
L] Other 


Special transportation needs (a limited number of vehicles will be available): 
L] I will need assistance getting around the botanical gardens on Thursday 


Will you volunteer a few hours of your time to help with staffing during convention? 
(You will be contacted by the volunteer coordinator regarding specific days/times) 

LJ Host at Registration Table LJ Assist with Plant Sales 

L] Host at Flower Show L] Take meal tickets / Distribute table favors 


All registrations must be postmarked by June 1, 2008. After that date, registrations will be 
accepted on a space-available basis and will be charged a late fee of $35. Early registrations 
(those postmarked by April 1, 2008) will entitle a registrant to a copy of the convention lec- 
ture CD for just the postage and handling cost. The CD will be mailed in late 2008. 
Registration fee includes all lectures except the Judging School, for which there is a separate 
registration. (Please review the refund policy on page 25.) 


Make checks or money order (payable in US$ on a US bank) to: The Gesneriad Society 


or charge $ tomy LJ VISA, or LJ MasterCard # 
Security code (3 digits on back):___—s Name on card _ 
Expiration Date ___ Signature 


Early admission to plant sales will be in registration number order. 


Event 


Primary Registrant (including packet) ..................00- 
Guest or Family: spouse/children (including packet) ......... 


Guest or Family: spouse/children (badge only) .............. 


Wednesday, July 2, Judging School (select one per registrant) . 


Reg #1: LJ Novice LI Intermediate/Advanced LI Workshop 
Reg #2: L] Novice LI Intermediate/Advanced LI Workshop 
Other Registrants (specify): 


Wednesday, July 2, All-American Breakfast ............... 
Wednesday, July 2, Buffet Dinner "Taste of Italy" ........... 


Thursday, July 3 (select either Trip A or B for each registrant) 
(sandwich choices for trip A: roast beef, cheddar, horseradish sauce on 
Asiago roll; or pepper-mustard chicken, greens, pesto aioli on rosemary/ 
onion focaccia; or cucumbers, peppers, lettuce, feta on tomato basil bread) 


Reg #1: 
L] Trip A: Hudson Gardens/lunch/Denver Botanic Garden .. 
Lunch choice: L] Roast Beef LI Chicken LI Veggie 
L] Trip B: Denver Botanic Garden only ................. 
Reg #2: 
LJ Trip A: Hudson Gardens/lunch/Denver Botanic Garden .. 
Lunch choice: L] Roast Beef LI Chicken LI Veggie 
L] Trip B: Denver Botanic Garden only ................. 
Other Registrants (specify): ___ 
Friday, July 4, Judges Full Breakfast Buffet ................ 
(breakfast only for judges, clerks and flower show personnel) 
Friday, July 4, Membership Luncheon Buffet ............... 
Friday, July 4, Flower Show Awards Banquet .............. 


(specify dinner choice: lemon-roasted salmon w/rock shrimp; 
or breast of chicken St. Michelle w/Oregon bay shrimp; or 
roasted pork tenderloin w/sweet potato stack au gratin) 


Reg #1 LI Salmon LJ Chicken LI Pork Tenderloin 
Reg #2 LJ Salmon LI Chicken LI Pork Tenderloin 
Other Registrants (specify): ___ 


Saturday, July Ss, Luncheon. 2 72 2s 2 hit es a oe 


(specify lunch choice: Chicken Brassica [batter-dipped 
and sautéed, honey mustard sauce with toasted almonds]; 
or London Broil with burgundy mushroom sauce) 


Reg #1 LI Chicken Brassica LI London Broil 
Reg #2 Ll] Chicken Brassica LJ London Broil 
Other Registrants (specify): ___ 


Saturday, July 5, Transportation and admission to Aquarium .. 
(Note: cost of dinner is not included) (select one dinner time) 


Reg #1 (J 6:00 p.m. dinner/tour UI tour/dinner at 7:15 p.m. 
Reg #2 LJ 6:00 p.m. dinner/tour L] tour/dinner at 7:15 p.m. 
Other Registrants (specify): ___ 


L] Flower Show Award Sponsorship .............0..000005 


L] in honor of LJ in memory of 


L] Gesneriad Society Tote Bag (pick up at convention) ....... 


L] Early Registrant Lecture CD (register by 4/1/08) ......... 


[el Pre-Order hectureCDs in cae ne he ae ed ere ne dates 
Late Charge (if postmarked after June 1, 2008) ............. 
Total Amount Enclosed ..... 
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Cost 
No. $US Total 


@ $50 = $ = 
@ $20 = $ x 
@$5=$ ~ 
@$5=$ a 
@ $18 = $ = 
@ $33 = $ a. 
@ $40 = $ _ 
@ $27 = $ ~ 
@ $40 = $ x 
@ $27 = $ 7. 
@ $20 = $ = 
@ $28 = $ ~ 
@ $40 = $ 4 
@ $26 = $ nm 

____- @ $26 = $ = 
@ $10 = $ = 
@$5=$ 
@ $15 = $ 
@ $35 = $ 

pa Baits Sie $ 


Convention Refund Policy 


Requests for refunds made before June 17, 2008 will be honored in full. 
Requests made between June 18 and July 1, 2008 will be honored to the extent pos- 
sible, and refunds will be given based on previous commitments made to the hotel, 
bus, and tour operators. 


Refunds cannot be guaranteed if requested after July 1, 2008. 


Additional Information 


Convention 2008 will be held in Denver, Colorado, the Mile High City nestled at the foot of the 
Rocky Mountains. We will be staying at the Doubletree Hotel Denver, 3203 Quebec Street, Denver, 
CO 80207, (303) 321-3333. The hotel provides complimentary shuttle service to and from the Denver 
International Airport, free parking for those who are driving, and is located in the heart of the city. It 
is next to the Quebec Square regional retail center with convenient shopping and restaurants, a jog- 
ging trail, and minutes from downtown Denver, theaters, the art and natural history museums, the 
Denver mint, zoo, State capitol, and botanic gardens. Come early and stay late, using the extended 
convention rate to enjoy additional vacation days. With 300 days of annual sunshine, we can virtually 
guarantee good weather. 


For information on other Denver and Colorado attractions, visit the official web site of the 
Denver Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau <http://www.denver.org/default.aspx> or call (303) 
892-1112. Explore other vacation options by sending for a free copy of the official Colorado vacation 
guide and educational map at <http://www.colorado.com/optin.php?>. 


Plant Sales Procedures 


Individual donors, chapters (for a great way to raise funds), and vendors are invited to partici- 
pate in the exciting plant sales event at this year's convention. People come from all over the world 
and they want to BUY! Just follow the appropriate set of instructions. Whether you are a donor or a 
vendor, please make sure that potted plants for sale are well rooted and clearly labeled. Rhizomes, 
tubers, cuttings, and stolons in labeled plastic bags are also welcome. Individuals, chapters, and ven- 
dors putting plants into the sale are expected to volunteer in the sales room for a few hours during 
convention. 


Use one of the following procedures in preparing plants for sale. These procedures will insure 
that sellers receive full proceeds from their plants, buyers will have the name of the plant, and the 
sales process will be efficient. 


DONORS: We will greatly appreciate any amount of donated plant material. 

1. Each plant must be labeled, either with its name printed clearly on a WHITE plant tag that is 
placed securely in the pot, or with a label on the pot. Plastic tags are preferred (please use a com- 
plete tag in a pot; do not cut tags into small pieces for labels); paper tags are discouraged. 

2. You do not need to price your plants in advance. Just bring your donated materials to the plant 
sales room and the sales committee will price them for you. 

VENDORS: Each vendor selling plants at convention must bring a minimum of 50 plants. 

1. Each plant must be labeled, either with its name printed clearly on a WHITE plant tag that is 
placed securely in the pot, or with a label on the pot. Plastic tags are preferred (please use a com- 
plete tag in a pot; do not cut tags into small pieces for labels); paper tags are discouraged. 

2. The price and seller's identification must be shown on a separate brightly COLORED plant tag. 
Please advise the plant sales chairperson of the color and identification code you will use. 

3. Place BOTH tags (name of plant and price/your ID) on the same side of the pot facing out. It will 
help if the price tag is longer than the name tag. 

4. Label cuttings, rhizomes, tubers and bagged plants by clearly printing the plant name on the bag or 
on a WHITE plant tag securely attached to the bag using tape. Alternatively, use a plastic label 
placed inside the bag. Please do not staple pricing labels on bags holding plant material. 

5. Price cuttings, rhizomes, tubers and bagged plants by attaching a brightly COLORED tag with the 
price and seller's identification. Attach the price tag separately from the name tag using tape. 


If you plan to donate and/or sell plants at convention, we would appreciate your informing us as 
early as possible. Please send your name, address, and the ID you will use on your tags to: Allison 
Brigham, 1122 Eighth Street, Golden, CO 80401 or email <denverconvention @ gesneriadsociety.org>. 
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20038 Convention Program 


Tuesday, July 1 


10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
12:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 


3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 


8:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, July 2 
7:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 


7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 


8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 


12:30 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. 


2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 


4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
6:45 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


8:15 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 


Thursday, July 3 
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 


8:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 


8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 


8:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 


7:30 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 
8:15 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


9:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 


Board of Directors Meeting 

Committee Meetings and Lunch 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Board of Directors Meeting (if required) 
Convention Registration and Information 


Convention Registration and Information 
(Flower Show entry forms and soil samples for pH accepted) 


Convention Registration and Information 
(Flower Show entry forms and soil samples for pH accepted) 


Convention Opening Breakfast and Welcome by 
Convention Committee and Gesneriad Society President 


Newsletter Editors Meeting 


Judges Training, Session 1 
(pre-registration and Gesneriad Society membership required) 
Novice / Intermediate and Advanced / Workshop 


Judges Training, Session 2, All Levels 
Judges Interest Group Meeting 


Chapter Presidents Meeting with Society President and 
C&A Chair (open to chapter/affiliate presidents or delegates) 


Convention Registration and Information 
(Flower Show entry forms and soil samples for pH accepted) 


Judges Test 

Future Conventions Meeting 

Host Chapter Reception 

Buffet Dinner Honoring Chapters and Members-at-large 


Gesneriad Hybridizers Association Meeting (open to all) 
Program: "Hybridizing Miniature Sinningias" by David Harris 


Convention Registration and Information 
(final submission of entry forms; soil samples for pH accepted) 


Board Buses for Tour (depart at 8:45 a.m. promptly) 
Trip to Denver Botanic Gardens only 


Trip to Hudson Gardens (with lunch) and Denver 
Botanic Gardens 


Flower Show Entries 
Auction Donations Accepted 


Convention Registration and Information 
(final opportunity to submit soil samples for pH) 


Internet Communications/Gesneriphiles Meeting 
Sales of Publications and Promotional Items 

Early Entry Plant Sales (entry by registration number) 
Plant Sales 


Friday, July 4 
6:00 a.m. - 6:45 a.m. 
7:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m. 


7:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 


1:45 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 


3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. - 9:15 p.m. 


9:15 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 


Saturday, July 5 

7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. 
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 


8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 


9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 


10:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. 


11:45 a.m. 


12:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


Flower Show Late Entries (with permission of Show Chair) 
Breakfast for Judges, Clerks and Show Personnel only 
Flower Show Judging 

Convention Registration and Information 

Plant, Seed, Promo and Publications sales; Auction viewing 


Annual Membership Meeting and Luncheon: 
President Peter Shalit presiding; Awards of Appreciation; 
Election of Directors 


Flower Show and Plant Sales open; Auction viewing 


Lecture #1: "Gesneriads in the Garden" by Marilyn Allen 
(BC, Canada) and Jonathan Ertelt (Tennessee) 


Lecture #2: "New Gesneriads from the Rainforests of Ecuador" 
by John L. Clark (Alabama) 


Cocktail Hour 


Flower Show Awards Banquet 
(Awards Chair: Jo Anne Martinez) 


Flower Show open 


Photographers only in Show Room 
Board of Directors Breakfast Meeting 


Flower Show Judges Critique (for judges and clerks who 
participated in the 2008 Flower Show) 


Convention Registration and Information 


Lecture #3: "An Update on the Systematics and Evolution 
of Saintpaulia and Streptocarpus" by James F. Smith (Idaho) 


Auction Viewing 


Flower Show and Plant Sales open; 
Seed, Promo and Publications Sales open 


Lecture #4: "Growing and Exhibiting African Violet Species" 
by Linda Golubski (Missouri) 


Silent Auction Closes 


Luncheon Honoring Commercial Growers; 
Live Auction (Auction Chair: Suzie Larouche) 


Flower Show open and final Plant Sales 

Phyto Inspector available 

Auction Settlement (live and silent) 

Flower Show and Plant Sales breakdown 

Board Buses for Tour and Dinner (depart promptly at 5:15 p.m.) 


Trip to the Denver Downtown Aquarium and 
dinner on your own 


Do 
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The Gesneriad Society Convention Show Schedule 
"Gesneriads in the Mile High City" 


July 4 and 5, 2008 


Entries will be accepted on Thursday, July 3, from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Late entries may be received 
on Friday morning, from 6:00 a.m. to 6:45 a.m. only by prior arrangement and with written permission 
of the Flower Show Chairperson. 


SECTION A — 


Class 1 
Class 2 
Class 3 
Class 4 
Class 5 
Class 6 
Class 7 


Division I— HORTICULTURE 


New World Gesneriads in Flower — Tuberous 

Sinningia speciosa species or hybrids (upright or pendent flowers) 
Other Sinningia species with rosette growth pattern 

Other Sinningia species with upright growth pattern 

Other Sinningia hybrids with rosette growth pattern 

Other Sinningia hybrids with upright growth pattern 

Other Sinningia species or hybrids (largest leaf less than 1" long) 
Other tuberous gesneriads 


SECTION B — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Rhizomatous 


Class 8 
Class 9 
Class 10 
Class 11 
Class 12 
Class 13 


Achimenes 

Kohleria 

Seemannia and its intergeneric hybrids 

Smithiantha 

Other rhizomatous gesneriads less than 5" in all dimensions including the container 
Other rhizomatous gesneriads 


SECTION C — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Fibrous-Rooted 


Class 14 
Class 15 
Class 16 
Class 17 
Class 18 
Class 19 


SECTION D — 


Class 20 
Class 21 
Class 22 
Class 23 
Class 24 
Class 25 
Class 26 
Class 27 
Class 28 
Class 29 
Class 30 
Class 31 
Class 32 


Codonanthe, xCodonatanthus 

Columnea (Dalbergaria, Pentadenia, Trichantha) 
Episcia, Alsobia 

Gesneria 

Nematanthus 

Other fibrous-rooted gesneriads 


Old World Gesneriads in Flower 

Aeschynanthus 

Chirita species 

Chirita hybrids 

Petrocosmea 

Saintpaulia species 

Saintpaulia hybrids or cultivars classified as miniatures (maximum of 6" diameter) 
Saintpaulia hybrids or cultivars classified as semi-miniatures (maximum of 8" diameter) 
Saintpaulia hybrids or cultivars classified as standards 

Saintpaulia trailers 

Streptocarpus, subgenus Streptocarpella 

Streptocarpus, subgenus Streptocarpus, species 

Streptocarpus, subgenus Streptocarpus, hybrids 

Other Old World gesneriads 


SECTION E — Gesneriads Grown for Ornamental Qualities Other Than Flowers 
Decorative fruit and calyces are permitted, but no flowers or buds showing color. A plant should have 
some special quality of color, texture or growth habit to be entered in this section. 


Class 33 
Class 34 
Class 35 
Class 36 
Class 37 
Class 38 
Class 39 


Chirita 

Episcia 

Episcia with pink-and-white leaf variegation 
Petrocosmea 

Other gesneriads with green-and-white leaf variegation 
Other gesneriad species 

Other gesneriad hybrids 


SECTION F — New Gesneriads 
This section is for introductions made within the last 5 years, but not previously entered in this section 
of The Gesneriad Society Convention Show. Exhibitor must provide a white card, not to exceed 8-1/2" 
x 11", giving educational information such as name of hybridizer, collector, place of origin, special 
cultural requirements. 

Class 40 Species in flower 

Class 41 Species not in flower 

Class 42 Hybrids or named cultivars in flower 

Class 43 Hybrids or named cultivars not in flower 


SECTION G — Lesser-Known Gesneriads Seldom Grown or Seen in Shows 
Exhibitor must provide a white card, not to exceed 8-1/2" x 11", giving educational information such as 
habitat, source, special cultural requirements. 

Class 44 In flower 

Class 45 Not in flower 


SECTION H — Collections of Gesneriads 
A grouping of 3 to 5 different plants in flower or grown for ornamental qualities, or in combination 
(Saintpaulias must be in flower). Exhibitor must provide a card, not to exceed 8-1/2" x 11", with identifi- 
cation of plants. In Class 46, exhibitor is encouraged to reflect variety as this is a consideration in 
judging. In Class 47, exhibitor must provide educational information on the card. 

Class 46 Plants of a single genus, either species, cultivars or hybrids 

Class 47 Kinship group — Interspecific or intergeneric hybrid/hybrids exhibited with one or more 

parents 


SECTION I — Trained or Sculptured Gesneriads 
An educational 3" x 5" white card stating what training the exhibit received and how the exhibit is to be 
viewed (all sides or from the front) is suggested. 

Class 48 Bonsai, topiary, espaliered, or other style 


SECTION J — Gesneriads Grown by a Novice 
A Novice is anyone who has never won a blue ribbon in the Horticulture Division of a gesneriad (includ- 
ing AV) flower show. Exhibitors wishing Novice Status for the Horticulture Division may not enter 
other Horticulture classes. 
Class 49 Gesneriads in flower 
Class 50 Gesneriads grown for ornamental qualities other than flowers (no flowers or buds 
showing color allowed) 


Division II - ARTISTIC 


Gesneriads must predominate. No artificial plant material allowed. Other live and dried material per- 
mitted. Accessories are optional unless specifically required. Plant material used is to be identified and 
supplementary titles or descriptions listed on an accompanying 3"x5" white card. While Saintpaulias are 
permitted in all classes, the use of other gesneriads is strongly encouraged. Table coverings and niches 
will be neutral in color; exhibitors may provide additional background. There is a limit of 4 entries in 
each class in Sections K, L and M, with the exceptions of Challenge Class 55 which has a limit of 8 
entries and Class 58 which has no limit. Reservation requests must be sent to Shirley Mitchell, 2200 
Stanford Rd., Fort Collins, CO 80525-1415 <Imitchel@lamar.colostate.edu> or phone 970-482-7486. 
The deadline for making reservations is June 15, 2008. Artistic arrangers must leave the showroom at 
the latest by 8:30 p.m. 


SECTION K — Arrangements of Fresh Cut and/or Growing Gesneriad Material 
Class 51 "High Rise" — Whether sky scrapers or mountains, interpret as you see fit. Freestanding 
design not to exceed 24" in any dimension. Base may be used. 
Class 52 "High Definition" — A black and white design, with the exception of the gesneriad 
material. Freestanding, not to exceed 18" in any dimension. Base may be used. 
Class 53 "High Praise" — Interpret this title as you see fit. Niche size: 8"H x 8"W x 4"D. 
Class 54 "High Society" — Interpret this title as you see fit. Niche size: 10"H x 10"W x 8"D. 


SECTION L — Arrangements of Fresh Cut Gesneriad Material 

Class 55 CHALLENGE CLASS - where all materials will be provided, except mechanics and 
container. The class title will be announced at 3:30 p.m., and materials will be made 
available at that time. Niche size: 10"H x 10"W x 8"D. 

Class 56 "High Clouds" — A mobile design. Niche size: 24"H x 16"W x 12"D. 

Class57 "High Flying" — A stationary design that implies movement. Niche size: 24"H x 24"W 
x 12"D. 

Class 58 "High Tide" — An underwater design not to exceed 12" in any dimension. 
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SECTION M - Arrangements of Growing Gesneriad Material 
Class59 "High Tech" — Incorporate something technical in your design. Niche size: 20"H x 
12"W x 9"D. 
Class 60 "High Winds” — A windswept design. Niche size: 10"H x 10"W x 8"D. 
Class 61 "High Note" — A musical design staged on an 8" diameter black circle (provided). 
Design not to exceed 12" in any dimension. 


SECTION N - Plantings of Growing Material 

Class 62 ‘Terrarium — straight-sided: not to exceed 24" in any dimension. 

Class 63. Terrarium — curved: not to exceed 24" in any dimension. 

Class 64 Tray Landscape — not to exceed 12" in any dimension. 

Class 65 Tray Landscape — exceeds 12" in at least one dimension and not to exceed 24" in 
any dimension. 

Class 66 Natural Garden — planted on rock or wood, not to exceed 12" in any dimension. 

Class 67 Natural Garden — planted on rock or wood, exceeds 12" in at least one dimension 
and not to exceed 24" in any dimension. 


SECTION O -— Artistic Entries by Novices — A Novice is anyone who has never won a blue ribbon 
in the artistic division of a gesneriad (including AV) flower show. Exhibitors wishing Novice 
Status for the Artistic Division may not enter other Division II classes. 
Class 68 Artistic entries suitable for any of the classes in Sections K, L, M, or N, except for 
Challenge Class 55. Exhibitor must identify, on a 3"x5" white card, the name of the 
class chosen and the plant material used. 


Division IIT — THE ARTS 


All entries must feature gesneriads in some form and have been made by the exhibitor. Limit, one 
entry per exhibitor per class, and not previously exhibited in any Gesneriad Society Convention 
Show. 


SECTION P — Photography 
The subject must be identified on the entry card. Prints should not exceed 8"x10"; mats should not 
exceed 11"x14". Exhibitors must provide easels for prints 5"x7" or over. Slides must be mounted for 
projection in a standard carousel projector. 

Class 69 Color transparency 

Class 70 Color print of parts of a gesneriad (flowers, fruit, foliage, etc.) 

Class 71 Color print of a whole gesneriad plant 

Class 72 Color print of gesneriad(s) growing in a natural habitat (exhibitor must provide a 

3"x5" white card giving the location of the natural habitat) 
Class 73. Monochrome print 


SECTION Q — Arts and Crafts Representing Gesneriads 
Class 74 Painting or drawing (easel must be provided by exhibitor) 
Class 75 Needlework or Textile (exhibitor must provide a 3"x5" white card giving the source 
of the design) 
Class 76 Other arts and crafts 


Division IV — COMMERCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL 


Reservations for Sections R and S may be sent to Shirley Mitchell, 2200 Stanford Rd., Fort Collins, 
CO 80525-1415 <Imitchel @lamar.colostate.edu> or phone 970-482-7486. Please reserve by June 15, 
2008. 


SECTION R — Commercial Displays 
Class 77 Display table with a grouping of gesneriads (10 or more plants) 
Class 78 Display table with a grouping of gesneriads (fewer than 10 plants) 


SECTION S — Educational Exhibits 

Class 79 Exhibit illustrating phases of scientific or historical research or gesneriad promotion 

Class 80 Exhibit of plant material with educational information 

Class 81 Exhibit of photograph(s) — The purpose of this class is to showcase plant material 
which, because of its seasonal nature or rarity in cultivation, is not often exhibited 
live. The exhibitor must provide a white card, not to exceed 8-1/2" x 11", outlining 
source, natural habitat, cultural information, and reason for suitability in this class. 

Class 82. Exhibit of photograph(s) of gesneriads growing outdoors as bedding, accent, or con- 
tainer plants. Educational information must be included about plant identification, 
climate, growing medium, and culture. 


RULES 


Entries shall be in accordance with the schedule. 

Exhibitors need not be members of The Gesneriad Society. 

Entries will be accepted only during hours specified. An exhibitor may request that the Classification 

Committee accept an entry for exhibit only. Educational information should be provided where appropri- 

ate. These entries, and any arriving after the close of Entries, will be placed for exhibit only, will not be 

judged, and will be located in a separate area of the showroom. 

4. All entries must be approved by the Classification Committee. Nonconformity to the schedule may bring 
disqualification. 

5. Exhibitors of Saintpaulia hybrids are required to respect size limitations as defined by the hybridizer as 
registered in the AVSA Master Variety List. 

6. An exhibitor is limited to one specimen of the same plant per class in the Horticulture Division. An 
exhibitor may submit more than one entry per class, provided each entry is a different species, cultivar or 
hybrid unless otherwise prohibited. 

7. In fairness to amateur growers, institutions may not make more than two entries in each of the Horticulture, 
Artistic or Arts Divisions of the flower show. The same restriction applies to commercial growers who 
have employees who assist with the culture and grooming of potential entries. 

8. Classes may be subdivided or consolidated at the discretion of the Show Committee after Entries close. 

9. No entries may be removed from the showroom until the show closes. All entries must be checked out 
through the Show Committee. 

10. All plants must be grown by the exhibitor and have been in the exhibitor's possession for at least three 
months prior to the show. This rule does not apply to plant material used in Artistic or Educational classes. 

11. All entries will be staged in the showroom by the Placement Committee. Artistic arrangements and collec- 
tions can be executed in the showroom by the exhibitor in the space designated, and during the stated time 
for entries. Cut blossoms or plant material may be placed in artistic arrangements on Friday morning from 
6:00 to 6:45 a.m. by previous written arrangement with the Flower Show Chairperson. 

12. Exhibitors will be permitted to indicate the front of a horticultural entry. 

13. All plants must be free of insects and disease. All will be inspected, including commercial and educational 
exhibits as well as entries for exhibit only. 

14. The Gesneriad Society standard competitive judging will be used. 

15. Awards will be made according to the following point scores: Ist, blue ribbon, 90-100; 2nd, red ribbon, at 
least 80; 3rd, yellow ribbon, at least 70. Honorable Mention may also be awarded. 

16. Special Awards (more than a class ribbon) will be reserved for members of The Gesneriad Society unless 
otherwise offered to non-members. An exhibit must score 90 or above to be considered. 

17. The award for Best Gesneriad in Show in the Horticulture Division (excluding Saintpaulia hybrids) is 
given for horticultural perfection. A plant must score 95 points or over to be considered for this award. 
Reserved for members of The Gesneriad Society. 

18. There will be a Sweepstakes Award for the Horticulture Division and a Sweepstakes award for the Artistic 
Division. If Runners-up to Sweepstakes are awarded, the winners must meet the same requirements (a min- 
imum of 3 blue ribbons in that Division) to be eligible for the award. These awards are reserved for 
members of The Gesneriad Society. 

19, The Gesneriad Society will endeavor to protect all entries but assumes no responsibility for loss or damage. 


EXHIBITOR'S INFORMATION 


The exhibitor must prepare a list of plants and other exhibits with the appropriate Section and Class num- 
bers to facilitate the work of the Entries Committee. The Flower Show Committee will assist in identifying 
material unknown to the exhibitor. An exhibitor may provide educational information on a white 3"x5" card for 
any entry in the show for which a card is not a requirement. 

A computerized entry system will be used, and an entry form will be included in each registration packet. 
Exhibitors must complete their entry forms and submit them at the Registration table on Wednesday or by 
8:30 a.m. on Thursday latest. Your cooperation will help expedite the actual entries process for everyone. 

No particular type of container is specified for the Horticulture Division. Whatever is used should be clean. 
A protective container or cover made of transparent material to shield delicate plant material from dry air or 
cold drafts may be used for any exhibit requiring it. Such plants may be judged uncovered. 

While seed pods or fruit (not spent flowers) are permitted on all gesneriads entered in the Horticulture 
Division, the exhibitor should realize when entering a blooming plant with seed pods or fruit that some judges 
could find their appearance an enhancement of, or a detraction from, the plant's appearance. In the classes 
where gesneriads grown for ornamental qualities other than flowers are exhibited, the seed pods or fruit must 
be decorative to enhance the ornamental value. 

The class for a collection of gesneriads of one genus stresses horticulture primarily, but as this serves to 
focus attention on a special group, there should be some degree of presentation or staging. 

Straight-sided terrartums are composed of flat pieces of glass or plastic; curved terrariums are composed of 
rounded pieces. 

Photography: The exhibit is being judged on the skill, technique and composition displayed, not on the 
quality of the plant material chosen as a subject, except for Class 71. 

Educational exhibits may be entered by institutions, chapters, study groups, or individuals. In Class 79, any 
project relating to gesneriads may be presented with illustrative material that may or may not include live plant 
material. 
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Judges Training School 

The Training School for the 2008 Convention will be held on Wednesday, July 2. The 
school consists of two sessions. Session | will be held from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. and Session 2 
from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m. The novices will be in a separate class during Session 1. Novices 
should obtain and study the Flower Show Manual for Judges and Exhibitors (2000) from 
Gesneriad Society Publications. The certified judges who register must indicate their choice of 
class for Session 1, either Intermediate/Advanced (primarily for judges preparing for the Senior 
Judge exam) or Workshop. Information on the Workshop topic always appears in both the 
January and May issues of Appraisal. Any certified judge may take the Workshop. All regis- 
trants are together for Session 2. The exam will be given from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. A member who 
is primarily interested in exhibiting, and not necessarily becoming a judge, may register for the 
school. Taking the exam is optional unless accreditation as a judge is desired. 

Registration for the school can be accomplished on the same form as registration for 
Convention. There is a section of the form (both online and printed) for registering for the 
school. The registration fee is $5.00. No registrations will be accepted at Convention. 
Payment for Appraisal subscriptions should be made directly to the editor when your subscrip- 
tion is due for renewal. Novice registrants who meet all other requirements for becoming a 
Student judge must subscribe to Appraisal no later than September 30, 2008. 

There will be a meeting of the Judges Interest Group on Wednesday, July 2, from 2:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Current Gesneriad Society judges or those interested in becoming judges are welcome 
to attend this meeting. For judges and clerks who participate in the flower show judging, there 
will be a critique on Saturday, July 5, from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. 

Ben Paternoster, Shows & Judging Chair <ben9 @ optonline.net> 


A Call for Judges and Clerks 
Anyone who is interested in an assignment as a judge or clerk should write to Karyn 
Cichocki, Judges Chairperson, 79 Beaver Run Rd., Lafayette, NJ 07848 or e-mail 
<kdc05 @ptd.net> for consideration. If you wish acknowledgment of the receipt of your request 
by regular mail, please enclose a stamped self-addressed postcard with your request. Email 
requests will be acknowledged by reply email. 


Flower Show Awards 

The 3G's Chapter is extremely happy to host the 2008 Convention in Denver, Colorado. 
Those of us who remember the last convention in Denver are eagerly looking forward to this 
one. If you did not attend that convention, this is one you surely do not want to miss as Allison 
Brigham and her chapter have promised an outstanding show and plant sale. With the anticipa- 
tion of such a spectacular show, I need everyone's help. 

As Awards Chair, I have the honor of recognizing all the outstanding and beautiful plants 
and exhibits. The generosity of the individual members, commercial members, chapters and 
friends at large who donate these awards is greatly appreciated by the winning exhibitors, the 
society and, most of all, me. With your help, I can recognize each and every award-winning 
exhibit. I am happy to say that I have received my first award for the 2008 Convention. There 
will be an award for the Best Episcia hybridized by Thad Scaggs. 

Please join in the fun and consider donating an award for the 2008 Convention. A member 
or chapter who wishes to donate an award may forward an award to me at the address below. 
Checks or money orders should be made payable to The Gesneriad Society. Awards may also 
be made when registering for convention or on the website <gesneriadsociety.org>. All awards 
must be received by June 23. 

As in the past, preference is for unspecified awards. This allows for fair distribution to all 
deserving entries. Special requests will be filled on a first-come basis. If there are no eligible 
entries, or the category's award has already been filled, the award may be transferred to another 
class or section. Should there be fewer eligible entries than awards, then the balance of award 
donations will be used to sponsor color pictures in our great journal. 

THANK YOU to all who have donated in the past. Your generosity has been overwhelm- 
ing, and I look forward to your continued support. Never donated an award? Become a 
first-time donor and join the tradition. Acknowledgment of all award donations will appear in 
the fourth quarter issue of GESNERIADS and also on our website. Again, thank you for your past 
support and for your consideration for this year's convention. 

Jo Anne Martinez <awards @ gesneriadsociety.org> 
809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 
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The Gesneriad Society 
o2nd Annual Convention — 2008 


Room Reservation Form 


Mail to: Doubletree Hotel Denver Hotel: 303-321-3333 
Reservations Fax: 303-329-5233 
3203 Quebec Street Toll-free: 800-559-5168 


Denver, Colorado, USA 80207 


To obtain the special group rate, inform reservations you will be attending The 
Gesneriad Society Convention 2008. In order to guarantee reservations, please 
enclose a check for the amount of the first night's room and tax, or fill out the credit 
card information below. 


For on-line registration (link available on the Society website <www.gesneriadsociety.org>): 


http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/ 
RLDV-DT-GES-20080627/index.jhtml 


Name (primary) 


Name(s) (sharing with) 


Address City 

State/Province Country Zip/Post Code 
Home Phone Business Phone 

Atrival Date Time 

Departure Date Number of Persons Sharing Room 


Rates: $109 Single $109Double $119 Triple 
L] Non-Smoking Room Requested L] Smoking Room Requested 
Check-in Time: 3:00 p.m. Check-out Time: 12:00 Noon 


Rooms are subject to all applicable taxes (currently 14.85%). 


Reservations must be received by June 7, 2008 to guarantee convention rates which are 
also in effect three days before and three days after convention, based on availability. 


Circle One: | American Express  Diner'sClub) MasterCard Visa 
Card # Expiration Date 
Signature 


My check for one night deposit is enclosed $ 
An early check-out fee charge equal to one night's room and tax will apply if the hotel 
is not informed prior to check-in of any change in reservation check-out date. 
On-site parking is available at no charge. 
Complimentary hotel shuttle is available to and from Denver International Airport. 
Complimentary local shuttle is available (Quebec Square and Northfield shopping areas). 
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Convention Chairpersons 


Convention Paul Susi <convention@ gesneriadsociety.org> 
10 Briarwood Lane, Millerton, NY 12546 
(518-789-3112) 


Awards Jo Anne Martinez <awards @ gesneriadsociety.org> 
Auction Suzie Larouche 

Shows & Judging Ben Paternoster 

Convention Registrar Bob Clark <conventionregistration @ gmail.com> 


Local Convention committee members listed below may be contacted at 
<denverconvention @ gesneriadsociety.org> 


Local Convention Chair Allison Brigham (303-236-3465) 
1122 Eighth St., Golden, CO 80401 


Local Convention Co-Chair Ann Watterson 

Artwork & Pamphlet Norah Otto & Allison Brigham 
Convention Packet Trudy Brekel 

Hospitality & Social Ingrid Little 

Plant Sales Allison Brigham 

Speakers Allison Brigham 

Special Events & Transportation Ann Watterson 

Table Favors Irina Nicholson & Barbara Lovins 
Treasurer Bonita Hutcheson 

Volunteers Ray Schimpf 


Flower Show committee members listed below may be contacted at 
<denvershow @ gesneriadsociety.org> 


Flower Show Chair Paul Kroll 
Flower Show Assistant Chair Norah Otto 
Artistic & Show Schedule Paul Kroll 
Artistic Reservations Shirley Mitchell 


Classification & Plant Inspection Arleen Dewell 


Educational & Commercial Shirley Mitchell 
Entries Beverley Williams 
Judges & Clerks Karyn Cichocki 
Plant Maintenance Norah Otto 
Staging/Placement Nelly Levine 
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Convention Activities 


Two Garden Tours on Thursday 


For garden enthusiasts with more time, the longer tour will first go to the 
Hudson Gardens, where lunch is from Panera Bread, and then go on to the 
Denver Botanic Gardens. The bus will leave the hotel at 8:45 a.m., returning 
about 3:00 p.m. At Hudson Gardens, you may take a self-guided or guided 
walking tour. For those requiring assistance to enjoy the gardens, we can 
accommodate two groups of up to 10 each to tour by golf cart. Please request 
this assisted tour when registering. 


The Hudson Gardens reflect the plants that grow well in the dry 
Colorado climate, and the terrain varies from high, dry prairie to wetlands 
near the Platte River. There are about 30 gardens, displays, and other features 
on 30 acres (12 ha). The gardens are arranged in a continuous flow and fea- 
ture ponds, wildlife, sculpture, a garden railroad, and natural displays along a 
leisurely 1.25-mile (2 km) walking path. 


The second tour is a morning-only self-guided tour of the Denver 
Botanic Gardens. It also leaves the hotel at 8:45 a.m. but returns about noon 
and does not include lunch. Wheelchairs are available for those requiring 
assistance. Please request a wheelchair when registering. 


When Denver was announced as the site of the 2008 Convention, a fre- 
quently asked question was "will we be going to the Denver Botanic 
Gardens?". The more than 30 gardens and displays have been extensively 
updated and expanded since the previous Denver Convention. The 23 acres 
(about 9 ha) of gardens illustrate a diverse collection of plants from all over 
the world. Distinctive gardens illustrate what is possible in the unique high 
altitude Colorado climate and geography. Several gardens have a regional 
focus, are models for drought-tolerant gardening, and showcase native and 
adapted plants that thrive here. Go indoors and browse among the 30,000 
titles in the Helen Fowler Library that make it one of the premier collections 
of plant-related resources in the United States, tour the tropical conservatory, 
or peek in the gift shop. 


Saturday Evening at the Downtown Aquarium 


We will be going by bus to the Downtown Aquarium where you may 
enjoy cocktails in the Dive Lounge and take a leisurely self-guided tour of 
about an hour either before or after dinner. The tour includes exhibits of ani- 
mals and habitats from around the world, and a huge tank with divers and a 
diverse assortment of marine life. You can pet and feed the sting rays if you 
wish, enjoy the river otters if they are awake, and search for the chocolate- 
chip starfish. You will be dining among the fishes as the restaurant surrounds 
a 150,000-gallon (~570,000 L) aquarium with excellent views of a very curi- 
ous grouper, a large shark with his (yes, his...) entourage, and other 
fascinating species as they swim by your table. Dinner is on your own (din- 
ner cost is not included when you register for this trip) and the selection is up 
to you. For better service, there will be two seatings, one at 6:00 p.m. and the 
second at 7:15 p.m., for our group. Menu choices include a variety of 
seafood, steaks, chicken, salads, pasta dishes, and desserts. 
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Optional On-Your-Own Trip to 
Rocky Mountain National Park 


For those who would like to see more of the Denver area, but either will 
not be renting a car or are not keen on doing a lot of driving, we found a 
great trip that will get you up into the mountains and to Rocky Mountain 
National Park. This full-day trip is through Gray Line of Denver and departs 
from the Cherry Creek Shopping Center at 8:30 a.m. (hotel pickup is avail- 
able). The bus will head west via I-70, cresting at Berthoud Pass (altitude 
11,314 ft or 3,450 m above sea level) where you can enjoy glorious mountain 
views. On the descent, there is a stop at Winter Park, one of Colorado's popu- 
lar ski resorts. The next stop is lunch at a lakeside cafe in the scenic 
mountain town of Grand Lake. After lunch, you will go to Rocky Mountain 
National Park, celebrated for its abundance of animals and spectacular views, 
such as those from 12,183 ft (3,713 m) high on Trail Ridge Road. Returning 
to Denver there will be several photo opportunities and a break for rest and 
refreshment. The trip is priced at $90 (10% discount for AAA members) and 
is available on Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. For additional infor- 
mation and reservations, call 1-800-348-6877 or visit the Gray Line website 
at <http://www.grayline.com/Grayline/destinations/us/denver.go> (it is the 
first trip on the list of Denver trips). 


Soil Analysis at Convention 


To continue the precedent started in Miami of incorporating basic 
gesneriad cultural information at convention, the Gloxinia Gesneriad 
Growers are offering to analyze a sample of fresh or "used" (saved from 
a repotted plant) soil. Between 1/4 and 1/2 cup (about 60 to 125 ml) will 
be enough. You may submit a sample at the registration table any time 
it is open. Data on soil pH and total dissolved solids will be returned to 
you with an informative brochure to help you interpret your results. 


Convention Auction 


Live or silent, we know that you will enjoy bidding and winning at this 
year's auction. In 2007 we again auctioned off "specialist" Jon Dixon to show 
the lucky winner around the plant sales room before the official opening. 
Olive Ma Robinson had a whirlwind time with Jon in Miami, and Jon will be 
escorting Kathy Spissman around the sales room in Denver. Will you be his 
partner in 2009? 

If you plan on making an auction donation, complete the auction form 
that you will receive with your registration packet and have it with you when 
you bring your items to the auction area on Thursday afternoon. 


Paul Susi, Development Chair 
Suzie Larouche, Auction Chair 
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Gesneriad Research Expedition 
to Ecuador 


A Gesneriad Research Expedition to Ecuador took place in late spring of 
2007. It was planned by John L. Clark (Department of Biological Sciences at 
the University of Alabama) and coordinated by Jeanne Katzenstein (New 
Jersey participant in many previous group trips to Ecuador with Hans 
Wiehler and the GRF). The trip was 12 days long — from May 28 to June 8, 
2007. There were seven other participants: Gussie Farrice, Michael Riley, 
and Carolyn Ripps (all from New York and all with previous rainforest expe- 
rience), and four first-time gesneriad trip participants: Karyn Cichocki from 
New Jersey, Bob Clark from Washington, Candice Eckard from Georgia, and 
Lena Klintberg from Sweden. 
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Expedition participants (1 to r) Candice, Jeanne, Carolyn, 
Lena, Gussie, Bob, Karyn, Michael, John, and Linder 


The purpose of the expedition was to familiarize gesneriad 
enthusiasts/horticulturalists with common gesneriads in the Ecuadorian rain- 
forest. The expedition provided lessons in taxonomy, photography, and 
collecting techniques used for documenting biodiversity. Participants learned 
species identifications of Gesneriaceae native to the Ecuadorian rainforest, 
plant collecting for herbarium-based studies, and how to preserve tissue sam- 
ples for molecular systematic studies. An additional goal of the trip was to 
support ongoing studies of the Gesneriaceae treatment for the Flora of 
Ecuador which will be co-authored by John L. Clark and Laurence E. Skog. 

Individuals flew independently and gathered in the capital city of Quito, 
Ecuador. The group then flew to Cuenca in southern Ecuador and traveled by 
bus in the Provinces of Azuay, Morona-Santiago, and Zamora-Chinchipe 
collecting in cloudforests on the eastern and western slopes of the Andes and 
in the eastern lowland forests of the Amazon basin. These areas represented 
some of the most diverse areas for Gesneriaceae while providing suitable 
accommodations for the group. The trip was not a "roughing it" expedition, 
but long days were spent traveling and long nights were spent processing the 
collections. 


First Quarter 2008 37 


A total of 20 genera were found with many known species and some 
new ones. Thousands of photographs were taken and hundreds of collections 
were made, documented, and processed for further study. The most common 
genera found were Columnea, Drymonia, Besleria, Pearcea, Glossoloma, 
Gasteranthus, and Codonanthe. Several species each of Heppiella, Diastema, 
Monopyle, Alloplectus, Kohleria, Corytoplectus, and Paradrymonia were 
also found, and only one species each of Neomortonia, Seemannia, 
Cremosperma, Codonanthopsis, Reldia, and Anetanthus. It was a very suc- 
cessful expedition. 


The group would like to thank Mario Portilla and the Portilla family for 


their friendship and generous hospitality as well as their assistance in identi- 
fying suitable habitats to explore for Gesneriaceae in southeast Ecuador. 
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John with specimens of Mario with specimens of 
Glossoloma ichthyoderma Drymonia and Columnea 


= ht 


=e ae a “ane I 


The expedition team at the National Herbarium of Ecuador in Quito 


Most of the Ecuador expedition color photos provided by John L. Clark 
(along with a few color and all black and white photos by 


Karyn Cichocki and Jeanne Katzenstein) 
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My First Gesneriad Expedition 


Karyn Cichocki <kdc05@ptd.net> 
Lafayette, New Jersey, USA 


This was going to be my first trip to South America and my first 
botanical expedition. How exciting! We were instructed to pack light so I 
approached the packing as if my husband and I were going on one of our 
motorcycle camping trips and was able to use some of the light-weight gear 
we already had. A new light-weight rain jacket and GoreTex hiking boots 
were added. On Monday, May 28th, I was ready to go with one carry-on bag 
which contained cameras, binoculars, an Ecuadorian bird book, hiking boots, 
change of clothes and other small essentials. I managed to pack the rest of 
my gear into a medium-size bag to check onto the plane. At the last minute, I 
brought my fleece jacket (mostly for the plane ride) but later was very glad 
that I had it as the evenings in Ecuador were quite chilly. 


Around 11:00 p.m., Jeanne and I arrived at the airport in Quito and were 
greeted by John L. Clark. I helped, or should I say tried to help, put our bags 
into the bus but was struck by how out of breath I was. Quito is about 9,300 
feet (2,800 meters) above sea level, and that was just a warning of my reac- 
tion to the high altitude. 


Day 1 in Ecuador started early in the morning as we gathered together 
for our flight south to Cuenca. Jeanne and I were joined by Gussie Farrice, 
Michael Riley, and Carolyn Ripps from New York, Candice Eckard from 
Atlanta, and Lena Klintberg from Sweden. (Bob Clark's flight from 
Washington was delayed and he wouldn't be arriving until the next day). The 
short flight had excellent views of snow-capped mountains peeking out from 
the misty clouds. We were met in Cuenca by our bus driver, Celfi, and an 
Ecuadorian botanist, Linder, who would both remain with us the rest of the 
trip. John had planned a short excursion that day that would take us to an 
inter-Andean mountain forest. The vegetation consisted of shrubby trees and 
bushes and appeared to be a dryer climate than what I had imagined. After all 
we were going to the "rain forest" in search of gesneriads. Stops along the 
road and a short hike produced an assortment of terrestrial orchids, begonias, 
proteas, and other plants, along with a few gesneriads (Glossoloma altescan- 
dens, G. serpens, and Columnea strigosa). There was evidence of forest 
destruction in this area as a road was under construction. Later that day we 
arrived at our hotel in Cuenca, a renovated colonial building in the center of 
town with nice accommodations. 


The next morning (Day 2), we set off for the Paramo and the western 
Andean slopes. Because we were at high elevations again, I suffered from a 
headache caused by the altitude for most of the day. We all consumed mass 
quantities of water the whole trip which helped mitigate the effects of the 
high altitude. The views were breathtaking with misting clouds flowing over 
the mountains. We saw Heppiella ulmifolia growing alongside the road, and 
a walk along a cow path produced Columnea kucyniakii, C. isernii, Diastema 
racemiferum, several Drymonia species, and Neomortonia nummularia, to 
name a few. Our hotel in Cuenca had a lovely open courtyard with a garden 
where we processed the plant material we had collected. This was a bit of a 
challenge as the lighting was poor and it was quite late when we returned 
from dinner, an Ecuadorian version of "New York pizza". 
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A great day was spent at Ecuagenera enjoying the Portilla family hospitality 
and touring the greenhouses (note Corytoplectus growing under the bench) 


We started our 3rd full day with a visit to Ecuagenera, an orchid nurs- 
ery that Michael has been working with for many years. A tour of their 
greenhouses showed us the wide range of orchids they grow as well as their 
gesneriad collection. They had Cortyplectus cutucuensis growing under some 
of the benches — what a great ground cover! (We later saw these plants grow- 
ing along the roadside, their showy leaves and bright orange calyces were 
quite visible from the bus. Candice even made a nice bouquet of plants that 
had been collected.) We had a delicious lunch prepared for us at Ecuagenera, 
and we all appreciated the Portilla family's wonderful hospitality. I also 
enjoyed watching the variety of birds that were flying around the grounds 
including Ecuadorian robins and several kinds of hummingbirds feeding on 
the fruit trees and nasturiums. 


Then it was back to the bus to continue on toward the eastern Andean 
slopes and the town of San Juan Bosco. As we drove along the road, we saw 
bushes of fuchsias with their beautiful dangling blossoms, a passiflora with a 
pink and purple flower that looked like a ballerina, and an assortment of pep- 
peromia plants, various trees and shrubs, and tree ferns (one of my favorites). 
I found it a real challenge to pick out the branches of Columnea and 
Drymonia species growing on the hillside, but after several days my eyes 
were finally trained to spot a mass of bright bracts or red undersides among 
the otherwise plain leaves. Plants we saw along this road were Alloplectus 
hispidus, Besleria sp., Columnea strigosa, Glossoloma ichthyoderma and G. 
serpens. This area proved to be more of what I had in my mind as a '"tropical 
forest" but it was not dripping with water. 


It was getting dark when we started down the mountain range which 
made this an even more challenging ride. Although by now I had great confi- 
dence in our driver, it still was unsettling to be riding down a narrow sandy 
road, with no guard rail and a sharp drop to the valley below on one side and 
evidence of landslides on the other side, but I learned that is standard for 
Ecuadorian roads. We finally arrived in San Juan Bosco and found our hotel 
which sat right across from the town plaza. Most of the towns we would pass 
through had a plaza in the center of town that featured gardens of various 
sizes and complexity of design. I noticed that the plants growing in this plaza 
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in a spoke design around a large tree were Seemannia sylvatica in full bloom. 
(We would later see this species again growing in front of another old church 
in a high mountain town.) Of course, the large church in San Juan Bosco was 
also on the square. It had incredible paintings inside of plants, animals, birds 
and humans, and was quite striking. 


Our hotel had an indoor swimming pool with a relaxing eating area 
nearby — it was a perfect spot for our plant processing. The processing began 
with John taking out all the plant material that had been collected and sepa- 
rating it into piles. As the material had been collected, John recorded the 
plant name, where it was collected, and the habitat it was growing in. He also 
took many photos along the way, and these specimens were probably the 
most photographed ones that have ever been collected! We were split into 
groups with four of us doing the pressing of plants between newspapers, 
Lena taking pollen samples, and Candice taking corollas and other plant 
parts to be pickled. Carolyn was busy processing the berries and capsules 
that had been collected. 


Some of the interesting types of fruit found on this expedition: 


Drymonia species Alloplectus weirii 
(fleshy capsule with (fleshy capsule) 
tardily dehiscent endocarp) 


; 


f 
—, 


Codonanthopsis dissimulata Paradrymonia metamorphophylla 
(fleshy capsule) (berry) 
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Day 4 arrived sunny and clear. Mario Portilla, founder of Ecuagenera, 
and his daughter Diana joined us for a few days of exploration. Our itinerary 
was changed so that we could visit places where John had not collected 
before. This was to be an unusual day. We arrived in the small town of 
Santiago de Panantza and got out of the bus. Gussie had brought several bags 
of small toys with her and started giving the toys to several children who had 
come over. Before you knew it, she was surrounded by dozens of children. 
The grin on her and the children's faces was great to see. We had to attend a 
town meeting where several members of our group explained the importance 
of conservation and of the plants in their area and assured them we were 
botanists, not miners. The town mayor and others attending the meeting told 
us of their fear of miners coming and destroying their land and causing pollu- 
tion as had been done in other areas. Finally after what seemed like hours, 
we got the mayor's permission to travel through their land. In fact, the mayor 
traveled with us on the bus the rest of the day. 


John and Mario were hoping the mayor would lead us down to a nearby 
river that neither had been to before, but instead he took us to a very small 
village (partway to the river) where it appeared he was showing off the grin- 
gos. This road was another adventure in itself as it was still under 
construction. We forded several streams and even moved some rocks in the 
streams to provide a smoother crossing surface for the bus. Our driver 
appeared to be worried about his vehicle which certainly had several mem- 
bers of the group concerned as well. At one point we spotted a tree that had 
fallen and was hanging over the side of the road — it had a large plant of 
Codonanthe growing on it. John was out of the bus and climbing on the tree 
in a flash; he had several of us worried that our leader would end up hanging 
onto the tree as it went sliding down into the ravine. I found out that where 
there is Codonanthe there are ants. This was both a challenging plant to col- 
lect as well as to process at the end of the day without getting attacked by 
biting ants. Species of Besleria, Columnea, Drymonia, Glossoloma, Kohleria 
(e.g., K. hirsuta), Gasteranthus, and three species of Pearcea (e.g., P. sprucei) 
were some of the other plants we found that day. I was surprised at the lack 
of birds and critters in the area, but we did see a squirrel and a mammal simi- 
lar but smaller than our woodchuck. We also saw prints in the mud along the 
road, probably from a large cat. After a full day in the field, we arrived back 
in San Juan Bosco for a wonderful chicken soup dinner and then processed 
the day's collections. 


Day 5 brought us a morning mist that burned off into another glorious 
day. The temperatures thus far had been perfect with low humidity. I wore 
long pants, tee shirts and long-sleeved shirts for most of the trip. We were on 
our way to the town of El Pangui where Ecuagenera had another nursery. As 
we got closer to the lowlands, it got warmer. We were in a wide valley and 
on a paved road where traveling at 50 mph (80 km/h) seemed like traveling 
at 200 mph (320 km/h) after so many days of slow travel. We walked along 
one road checking out the hillsides for gesneriads. John was ahead of us, and 
all of a sudden he was shouting and letting out a whoop. Up above a small 
stream there was a large rock wall covered with moss seeping with water. 
Growing on this wall were many plants of Cremosperma congruens with 
cute little white flowers with red throats. It was well worth the slipping and 
sliding up the hillside to get to this spot. Along the way was a wonderful 
specimen of Paradrymonia metamorphophylla that had a large quantity of 
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fruit (berries, not capsules). Some of the other plants that we collected that 
day were Alloplectus weirii, Reldia minutiflora, and Columnea orientandina 
(it was really special to see this familiar plant growing on the side of a tree). 
We also saw a small tarantula, walking sticks, and more butterflies. 


Later that day, just before dark, we arrived in El Pangui and took an 
interesting tour of the Ecuagenera nursery located just outside of town. 
Besides gesneriads, orchids, and other plants, they are starting to grow a crop 
of vanilla orchids and several kinds of fruit trees. We found our hotel in the 
center of town and once again got a good workout bringing our bags up a 
flight of stairs — elevators don't seem to be a high priority unless you are in 
the big cities. We processed that day's plant material on the front steps of the 
hotel and attracted the attention of a local dog and some of the town's people. 


On Day 6, we left El Pangui and headed to the Estacién Experimental El 
Padmi (Universidad de Loja). Along the way we made a stop to hike up a hill 
through a cow pasture to get to a stream. It was quite funny to see the cow 
running first after Michael on the way in and then after Bob on the way out. 
This was an excellent spot as we found many gesneriads growing along the 
stream. While Bob was standing in the stream to photograph a species of 
Columnea, he missed seeing a large green hummingbird with a long green 
tail checking him out. In a flash it was gone. Later, the hike near the experi- 
mental station did not produce many gesneriads but we did get to see more 
Codonanthe species growing on fence posts. This was our hottest day, and 
those that went on the hike were suffering from the heat when they returned 
to the bus. 


On this day we were introduced to Drymonia coccinea which we affec- 
tionately nicknamed "smutchii". The flowers and bracts are covered in a 
gooey substance, and processing and later drying these specimens proved to 
be a challenge. Other plants collected were species of Besleria, Drymonia 
and Diastema, as well as Columnea brenneri. Continuing on, we stopped by 
a beautiful stream with cool clear running water. I just had to take my shoes 
off and walk around in it. There was Drymonia hoppii dangling from the 
trees above the water. It was quite showy with cream and red bracts. There 
were many butterflies in this area which were feeding or drinking on the 
damp sand near the stream. I was delighted when a Blue Morpho (a large 
indigo-blue butterfly) flitted around for our viewing. This butterfly can cause 
tremendous frustration because it seldom lands so you can't ever get a good 
picture of it. Once it does land and folds its wings up, the undersides are just 
plain brown with big spots like eyes; then it looks very much like bark or 
dead leaves which is great camouflage. Our destination later that day was 
near Zamora, and we were pleasantly surprised to be booked at a resort with 
a pool, an open-air dining area, and pleasant cabins. We had a wonderful fish 
dinner — the best Tilapia that I have ever eaten. We were entertained by bats 
flying over the pool as we processed the plants that evening. 


Day 7 — After a hearty breakfast of scrambled eggs and toast with the 
greatest pineapple jam (ah yes! gringo food), we said adios to Mario and 
were pleased to be invited to his home for dinner when we got back to 
Cuenca. We headed off again searching for gesneriads and stopped along a 
small road where there was a man getting into a car. While John was asking 
him for directions, the rest of the group walked up and down along the road. 
I was amazed at all the birds flying around and was able to identify a few 
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Diastema species Gasteranthus sp. nov. Cremosperma congruens 


Diastema species Reldia minutiflora 
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Drymonia hoppii Pearcea bilabiata 


Columnea brenneri 


Colunmea strigosa Paradrymonia fuquaiana 
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species. What is interesting about the birds in Ecuador is that they are so col- 
orful that you think it will be easy to identify each one, only to find out there 
is a whole page full of birds that look almost like it. The birds flit in and out 
of the leaves in the trees making it hard to get a good look at them. 
Identification is quite challenging, and I can see why members of the bird 
club that I belong to use guides when they go on birding trips. 


We were surprised to find four gesneriads (Codonanthe, Columnea, 
Drymonia, Besleria) all growing on and around a single tree. Further up the 
road, Bob had seen a small plant of what he thought at first was a gesneriad 
but then concluded it was a hoya. Michael, Carolyn and Gussie brought it 
back, and John confirmed their identification as Codonanthopsis. He was 
very excited about finding this plant, and we were even happier to see that it 
had fruit on it. 


John told us that the man he spoke with was caretaker of the bird sanctu- 
ary that was on both sides of the road. (No wonder there were so many 
birds.) With directions from the caretaker, we set off for a hike along the 
nearby river crossing on a suspended bridge. We were told that the trail 
would lead to another bridge and take us back across the river; but after two 
hours of hiking up and down the mountainside and no bridge visible, we 
decided to head back. I was wearing my water shoes which left the tops of 
my feet exposed to the biting ants that were on the trail. They sure stung. 
Speaking of ants, we did see a trail of leaf-cutter ants which I could watch all 
day. It is amazing how they can carry a piece of leaf that is so much bigger 
than themselves. We were pleased to find so many species growing along the 
path. We saw many leaf variations of Pearcea sprucei, species of Drymonia, 
Columnea and Besleria, as well as large patches of Corytoplectus speciosus 
and Diastema affine. 


Crossing over the river in search John photographing 
of gesneriads on the other side Corytoplectus speciosus 
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Enjoying one of the many Karyn with a very nice collection 
beautiful stream areas of a Drymonia species 


After leaving that area, we came upon another bend in the road where a 
stream flowed down the mountain. After trekking upstream, we found a 
Monopyle species and a very interesting Gasteranthus species that had 
whorled leaves and an orange blossom with a pronouced pouch with irregu- 
lar margins on the lower region of the corolla. It was a very exciting find. 
The stream bed at the side of the road had a pebble bottom. At first I thought 
there were yellow leaves on the edge of the stream, but actually they were 
small yellow butterflies with a black edge around their wings. The shape of 
the wings looked just like small round yellow leaves. Over-hanging another 
stream bed, we saw many plants of another Columnea species. It was amaz- 
ing to see the red backs of the leaves highlighted by the sun hitting the tops 
of the leaves. It was there that I made the ultimate sacrifice and donated my 
camera lenses to the stream gods. It was fortunate that this happened near the 
end of the trip. In this area, we also found a large-leafed Gasteranthus, a 
Diastema species with beautiful clear yellow flowers, and a Besleria species 
with a rupturing berry fruit. It was such a pleasure walking up this stream. 
After a long day and great hikes, we were very glad to get back to the resort 
and relax — that is, after the plant processing was completed. 


Day 8 was to be our last day of collecting. We were heading back on the 
road north to Cuenca. Before leaving the hotel, we found out that there was a 
landslide blocking one of the roads so we left a little later than usual in anti- 
cipation of the road being opened back up again. When we passed this 
section of the road, there was only one lane open and about three feet of 
sandy soil on the other lane. We also had heard reports that locals were stag- 
ing a strike in protest of miners. John was in cell phone contact with people 
in Cuenca to find out if we could make it back into the city. Hoping for the 
best, we continued along and made our way up through a high mountain 
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Drymonia coccinea Besleria species 
(nicknamed "smutchii") 


Anetanthus species 


Color Photo Sponsorships 


The color photos on pages 41 and 48 were sponsored by the 2007 
Ecuador Expedition participants with thanks to John L. Clark. 
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pass. There were breath-taking views of the mountains and farm fields that 
were separated by huge agave plants. At the Parque Nacional Podocarpus, on 
the trail leading towards Rio San Francisco, we found the small trailing plant 
we were searching for in this area — a species of Anetanthus. It was in bloom 
with many small white flowers and tiny seed pods. We also found another 
color form of Columnea strigosa with bright red flowers hanging from long 
pedicels. 


We had lunch at another area where we were going to search for gesneri- 
ads, but it was quite cool and damp and then started raining so we decided to 
move on. Phone calls to Cuenca revealed that the strikers had the Pan- 
American Highway blocked, but we couldn't find out exactly where the 
barricades were located. We had the option of continuing as far as we could 
or finding a hotel for the night. As we had booked a very early flight from 
Cuenca the next morning, we decided to continue on. As we got closer to the 
city, we passed by sections of the road that had been blocked earlier in the 
day with trees, dirt, large containers and smoldering tires. At the final block- 
ade before town, there was a wall of tires that had been set on fire. John 
decided that although they were letting people on foot through the blockade, 
it was not safe for us to attempt to make the crossing. Many of the natives 
were drunk, and you just can't negotiate with people in that condition. We 
tried another local road, but were unsuccessful in getting through there 
either. Linder, who lives in Cuenca, knew an alternate road for us to take 
over the mountains, so we headed off for another detour. We finally arrived 
at Mario's house in Cuenca at 9:30 p.m. We met more of Mario's family, ate 
a wonderful meal, and enjoyed looking at a room full of more than fifty bou- 
quets of cut cymbidium orchids ready for sale. 


Day 9 — After a good night's rest and breakfast, we headed to the airport 
for our early flight. In Quito, we were happy to again meet up with our bus 
and driver who had been able to make the overnight drive through Cuenca 
and back to Quito. We went directly to the herbarium where all the plant 
specimens that we had collected and processed had to be prepared for the 
dryer. One group was detailed to washing the plant specimen bags (as well as 
all our boots), another group prepared the specimens for the dryer, and the 
other group worked in the herbarium documenting the collections. Bob took 
charge of the computer program which was a challenge. I found it quite sad 
to see the lovely plant material that we had collected all flattened and brown 
now. We had collected enough specimens that we had several pressed collec- 
tions of each plant. One entire set was left at the herbarium in Quito, and the 
other collections were packed to be shipped back to the States. I found this 
whole process to be very interesting, and I was honored to be part of it as I 
knew we were doing important work. 


Day 10 — On our last day, we had some free time in Quito. First we vis- 
ited the local food market which featured a wide variety of fruits, vegetables, 
and meats. There were also booths with herbal remedies. (We had seen many 
places throughout the country that sold herbal remedies — John mentioned 
that many locals go to the pharmacist or herbalogist instead of a doctor.) We 
then went to several stores and an outdoor market where you can buy 
Ecuadorian wares. They had some beautiful woven goods. I especially loved 
the jewelry made from the tagua palm nut as it has similar properties and the 
look of ivory. We ended our trip to Ecuador with a visit to old town Quito (a 
world cultural heritage site) and a restaurant on the roof-top of a hotel. It was 
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almost dusk when we arrived, and the view was breath-taking as we watched 
the lights coming on in all the churches and buildings throughout the city. 

This was a wonderful trip and I am so glad that I was able to participate. 
I find it very interesting to see how other cultures live. It was distressing to 
see the destruction of habitat and to learn that the natives are losing their land 
to mining and pollution. But it was encouraging to find people like Mario 
who have great pride in their country and concern for its environment and 
culture. Ecuagenera has a school on its property which has been funded by 
their business and helped by donations from other orchid lovers. I found it 
interesting, and a little comical, to see that although we were in some very 
remote areas and the locals were living in mud-sided huts, they had TV sat- 
telite dishes attached to their roofs. We were told that because they have so 
much water they are able to create cheap hydro-electricity, so almost every- 
one had electricity, even in the most remote areas. It was interesting as well 
to see the different styles of fedoras that the women wore depending on the 
region you were in. And I was amazed at the fact that no matter how high a 
mountain you were passing by, there were always cows and people way up 
on the side of them. 

It is something special to see the plants that we covet growing in their 
natural habitat, and this gives one a greater understanding of their needs 
when growing them in cultivation. We had a wonderful group and we all got 
along well. Who could not find comraderie with a man who travels with a 
two-pound bar of chocolate! John's love of the country and gesneriads is 
quite infectious, and I will always remember hearing his whooping call com- 
ing out of the rain forest whenever he found something interesting. 
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Gesneriad Slide Programs 


The Streptocarpus Hybrids slide program has been updated. It still contains 
a history of hybrid Streps and their hybridizers, but now it also contains hybrids 
that have been made more recently. Among others, you can now see newer 
hybrids such as Kenji Hirose's Streptocarpus 'Lemon Curd’, Jaco Truter's 
Streptocarpus ‘Jaco's Gem’, Toshijiro Okuto's Streptocarpus 'Big Yolk', Lee 
Stradley's new miniatures (using the recently discovered species Streptocarpus 
lilliputana) including Streptocarpus 'Minuet', as well as some of Dale Martens’ 
newest hybrids. 


Programs currently available in 35 mm slide format are as follows: 


¢ Introduction to Gesneriads (56 slides) ¢ Achimenes (59 slides) 
¢ Rochester NY: Convention 2006 Flower e Alpine and Cool-Growing Gesneriads 
Show (80 slides) (78 slides) 
¢ Portland OR: Convention 2005 Flower ¢ Chiritas (60 slides) 
Show (72 slides) * The Companion Genera: Nematanthus and 
¢ Long Island NY: Convention 2004 Flower Codonanthe (77 slides) 
Show (80 slides) ¢ Kohlerias (72 slides) 
¢ Sacramento CA: Convention 2003 Flower « Sinningias (80 slides) 
Show (78 slides) ¢ Streptocarpus Species (75 slides) 
* Morristown NJ: Convention 2002 Flower —« Streptocarpus Hybrids (79 slides) 


Show (80 slides) * Blue Ribbon Designs (73 slides) 


Since we have only one copy of the 35 mm programs available for circula- 
tion, please contact me for information on the dates the program you are 
interested in is available. As always, I'll be happy to answer questions about any 
of the programs. 


Programs can be reserved by mail to Vivian Scheans, 4660 Dogwood Place, 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035-8412 or email <vscheans@comcast.net>. Specify the 
program to be reserved and the date the program is required. Since new programs 
are very popular, it is helpful if you provide as much lead time as possible, pro- 
vide alternate dates, or alternate programs that would be acceptable. Please 
specify the address the program is to be mailed to and a contact phone number. 
Program rental of $20.00 US payable to The Gesneriad Society must be received 
before the program can be shipped. Your request will be promptly acknowledged 
and programs will be shipped to arrive at least one week in advance of your 
reserved date. Programs on 35 mm slides are shipped pre-loaded in a Kodak- 
compatible carousel. Programs must be returned within 5 days of your 
reservation date via Priority Mail with delivery confirmation in the U.S. or the 
equivalent postal category from outside the U.S. 


fia The Association for plant & flower people who grow 


in hobby greenhouses, windows, and under lights! 


Quarterly Magazine and Newsletter e Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice 
Dues: USA $28/yr., Canada/Mexico $30/yr., Overseas $31/yr. (US funds/bank, MO) 
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Manufacturers & Distributors $2.50 
Hobby Greenhouse Association 
80 Deaconess Road, Suite 443, Concord, MA 01742-4173 


http://‘www.hobbygreenhouse.org 
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Additions to the Hybrid Seed List in the 4Q07 Issue of GESNERIADS: 


Chirita 'Moon Walker' x self Sinningia "Xanadu' x self F2 
Columnea ‘Aladdin's Lamp' x self Streptocarpus (montigena x rexii) x 
Gesneria ‘Sun Drop' x self self 
¢ Gloximannia 'Circe' x self Streptocarpus johannis x unknown 
e Seemannia (sylvatica x purpurascens Streptocarpus (‘Cape Essence' x 
GRF9670) x self ‘Iced Pink Flamingo’) x un-named 
Sinningia (sp. "Florianopolis" x hybrid 
leopoldii) x self Streptocarpus (primulifolius x rexii 
Sinningia ‘Beata’ x self (leucotricha selfed) x (‘Cape Essence’ x 'Iced 
x leopoldii) Pink Flamingo’) 
(Sinningia 'Cherry Chips' x ‘Super Streptocarpus 'Good Vibrations’ x 
Orange’) x self F3 (primulifolius x rexii selfed) 


Send orders for hybrid seed to: 


Gussie Farrice 
121 Nelson Avenue 
Staten Island, NY 10308 


Seed Fund Donations it VIOLET BARN 


: . Home of Rob’s Violets 
Please follow these instructions 


for mailing seed donations: Shipping quality plants since 1985. 


1 Uj 
Donations mailed from Gesneriads too!! 


anywhere in the United States Our own ‘Bristol's’ strep hybrids 
should be sent to: and MANY other genera in the family 
Karyn Cichocki 
79 Beaver Run Road 10 different streps, our choice $30 
Lafayette, NJ 07848 Add $12 per order for shipping 


We'll ship to anywhere at anytime 
Donations from outside the U.S.A. (Ask Us about winter delivery) 


(Canada and other international 
locations) should be sent to: SAFE DELIVERY GUARANTEED! 


Martyn sven FOR FULL-COLOR CATALOG, SEND $2 
8 Brackenridge Place WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM 
Port Moody, BC, Canada V3H 4G4 
PO BOX 696, NAPLES, NY 14512 
PHONE: 585-374-6947 


Gesneriads ¢ Begonias ¢ Rare Flowering Plants & Vines ce 


KARTUZ GREENFIOUSES 
1408 SUNSET DRIVE, Dept. G 
VISTA, CA 92083-6531 
760-941-3613 
http://www.kartuz.com 
Ask for catalog 
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Coming Events 


February 17 -— Arizona — Desert Sun 
African Violet & Gesneriad Society 
sale at Valley Garden Center, 1809 
North 15th Avenue, Phoenix. Saturday 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Contact Ann 
Stoetzer <anncie@cox.net> 623-872- 
9020. 


February 23-24 - Florida — The 
Tampa African Violet Society 32nd 
annual AVSA judged show and sale 
"Fantasy of Flight" at the Farm 
Bureau, 100 South Mulrennan Road, 
Valrico. Saturday noon to 5:00 pm; 
Sunday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Free 
admission and parking; plants and 
plant supplies available. Contact Mina 
Menish (813-681-1910) or Lynne 
Wilson <tpalynne@tampabay.rr.com> 
(813-251-1581). 


March 15-16 —- Illinois -— The 
Northern Illinois Gesneriad Society 
non-judged show at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden. Saturday and 
Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Contact 
Susan Bradford (847-740-7801) 
<asusan.bradford @ abbott.com>. 


March 15-16 — Washington, D.C. —- 
The National Capital Chapter Show 
and sale at the National Arboretum. 
Saturday: entries accepted until 10:00 
am; show open to the public 1:00 to 
5:00 pm; Sunday open from 8:30 am 
to 4:00 pm. Contact Show Chair Jim 
Roberts <vicepresident @ nationalcapi- 
talgesneriads.org>. Show schedule at 
<www.nationalcapitalgesneriads.org>. 


March 29-30 — Ontario, Canada — 
The Toronto Gesneriad Society judged 
show and sale at Sherway Gardens 
Shopping Mall, Etobicoke. Saturday 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm; Sunday 11:00 
am to 5:00 pm. Contact Doris 
Brownlie <jtbrownlie @idirect.com> 
(905-270-6776). 


April 12-13 — New York — The Long 
Island Gesneriad Society judged show 
and plant sale in conjunction with the 
Saintpaulia Society of Long Island, at 
Planting Fields Arboretum, Conven- 
tion Center, Oyster Bay. Saturday, 
1:00 to 4:00 pm; Sunday, 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm. Admission and parking free. 
Contact Ben Paternoster (631-549- 
6788) <ben9 @optonline.net>. 


April 12-13 - New York —- The 
GesneriadDicts of Western New York 
show and plant sale "Celestial 
Gesneriads" at the Perinton Square 
Mall, Routes 31 and 250, Fairport. 
Saturday 1:00 to 5:00 pm, and Sunday 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Contact Irwin 
Wagman <irwinwag@aol.com> (585- 
381-6384). 


April 27 — Washington — The Puget 
Sound Gesneriad Society show and 
plant sale "Let's Play Monopoly" at the 
Center for Urban Horticulture in the 
University District of Seattle. Sunday 
from noon to 5:00 pm. Contact Jean 
Chin <chin_jean@yahoo.com> or Bob 
Clark <chiritaland@ gmail.com>. 


JOIN TODAY! 


fee Violet Society of America 


2375 North 


Beaumont, Texas 77702 


409-839-4725 
http://avsa.org/ 


Write or call today for information. 
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Arizona 


Arkansas 


California 


Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 


Georgia 
Illinois 


Kansas/Missouri 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska/Iowa 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

New York 


Oregon 
Pennsylvania 


Tennessee 
Washington 
Washington, DC 
Canada 


Sweden 


CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 


Desert Sun African Violet and Gesneriad Society — Ann Stoetzer, 8327 W. Claremont 
St., Glendale, AZ 85305-2529 

Southern Arizona Gesneriad Society — Deb Weinman, 4587 N. Avenida del Cazador, 
Tucson, AZ 84718 

Northwest Arkansas Gloxinia & Gesneriad Society — David Harris, 1372 S. Kentwood 
Ave., Springfield, MO 65804-0220 

Culver City — Charlotte Rosengrant, 2705 Krim Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90094 

Delta Gesneriad & African Violet Society — Barbara Elkin, 2855 Gayle Lane, Auburn, 
CA 95602 

Grow and Study — AI Striepens, 2225 Deepgrove Ave., Rowland Heights, CA 91748-4208 
Peninsula — JoAnna Behl, 361 Tioga Ct., Palo Alto, CA 94306 

San Francisco Gesneriad Society — Katherine Henwood, 819 Linda Mar Blvd, Pacifica, 
CA 94044 

Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers — Allison Brigham, 1122 8th St., Golden, CO 80401-1009 
Connecticut — (Contact) Marcia Kilpatrick, 139 Kenyon Road, Hampton, CT 06247-1112 
Delaware — Diane Abrahamson, 4003 Greenmount Road, Wilmington, DE 19810-3303 
Caribbean Basin AV & Gesneriad Society — Allan L. Mink, 430 E. Dayton Circle, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33312 

Suncoast — Melissa McDowell, 1502 Eastbrook Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231 

Tampa Bay — Jo Anne Martinez, 809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 

Atlanta Gesneriad Interest Group — William Crews, 5862 Musket Lane, Stone 
Mountain, GA 30087-1707 

Northern Illinois — Bob Nicholson, 8926 N. Greenwood Ave., PMB #282, Niles, IL 
60714 

Heart of America — Marian Schaaf, 

New England — Ruth Campbell, 7 Collins Rd., Wakefield, MA 01880 

Southeastern Michigan — Richard Holzman, 3836 Jennings, Troy, MI 48083 

Twin Cities Area — Mike Bagstad, 1776 Fry St., Falcon Heights, MN 55113 

Gateway West — Gary Dunlap, 4189 Jarvis Road, Hillsboro, MO 63050 

Omaha — Tom Bruning, 31233 Beechnut Rd., Treynor, IA 51575 

Granite State AV & Gesneriad Society — Pam Hager, 3 Gervaise Drive, Derry, NH 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum — Karyn Cichocki, 79 Beaver Run Rd., Lafayette, NJ 07848 
The African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Western New York — Michael Kotarski, 
427 Chicora Rd., Lewiston, NY 14092 

Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York — Linda Rowe, 12716 Coleman Rd., Red Creek, 
NY 13143 

Greater New York — Michael A. Riley, 101 West 104th St., New York, NY 10025 
Long Island — Joe Palagonia, 84-08 164th Ave., Howard Beach, NY 11414 

Vestal African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Colin Dimon, 833 E. Circle Drive, 
Vestal, NY 13850 

Mt. Hood — Vivian Scheans, 4660 SW Dogwood Drive, Lake Oswego, OR 97035-8412 
Liberty Bell — Stephen Maciejewski, 2030 Fitzwater Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146 
Pittsburgh African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Georgene Albrecht, 101 Oak Heights 
Dr., Oakdale, PA 15071 

Tennessee — Molly Schneider, 608 Hillwood Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205 

Puget Sound — Rohm Gustafson, 158 18th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122 

National Capital — Carol Hamelink, 13707 Concord Ave., Laurel, MD 20707 

Carefree — Florence Duesterbeck, 2235 Montreal Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 1L7, 
Canada 

Edmonton — La Rae Pohl, 97-53431 Reg Rd., Ardrossan, AB T8G 2B3 Canada 

Toronto — Suzie Larouche, 50 John St., Suite 710, Toronto, Ont. M5V 3T5 Canada 
Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Society — Arleen Dewell, #311-2366 Wall St., Vancouver, 
BC, V5L 4Y1 Canada 

Gesneriasts of Sweden — Asa Tysk, Olandsresan 118, 757 55 Uppsala, Sweden 


Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org for chapter email contacts. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Membership Cards: The address label on the back cover of GESNERIADS is your membership card. 


Bylaws: Copies of The Gesneriad Society Bylaws are available to all members by writing to Allison Brigham, 
1122 8th Street, Golden, CO 80401-1009. 


Chapters: Report changes of chapter presidents to the Chapters and Affiliates Chair and the Editor. 
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GESNERIADS 


Donations 
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status 
for donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriadsociety.org. You may 
also send your donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to: 
Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
10 Briarwood Lane, Millerton, NY 12546 
For additional information, contact: <development @ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


Membership and Changes of Address 


The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary <membership 
@gesneriadsociety.org> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The Society is not 
responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes. Back 
issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications. 


Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months 
prior to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing 
label/membership card on the back cover of GESNERIADS.) Please remit your dues prior to the 
expiration date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed 
because of late payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications. 


Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 
WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of GESNERIADS — 
The Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of 
gesneriad seeds and a wealth of information about our Chapters, Flower Shows, Publications, 
Research, Slide Programs and Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues. 
L] New Member Date 
L] Renewal Membership # 


Name eS EE SSS 
FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 


Address 


STREET 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 


Telephone 


(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year 3 years 
50 55 


I wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution of $ 

L] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund (] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund 
L] Color Fund for GESNERIADS L] Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund 
L] InHonor L] Memory of 


Please make checks or money orders payable, in US$ on a US bank to: The Gesneriad Society 
Or, charge my L] VISA, or L] MasterCard 
Card # CVV # 


Exp. Date Signature Amount 


Mail to: The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


For application online: www.gesneriadsociety.org 
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